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Abstract

Calling and representation of historical facts
on <Mr. Sunshine>

Joo, Chang Yun

Professor, Department of Communication and the Media, Seoul Women's University

It is one of quite interesting points to explore the ways in which a historical drama author selects and
composes specific events from historical facts, and makes up fictive stories. This means that calling
and representation of historical facts is an essential factor in the analysis of historical drama. In this
context, this study investigates imaginative strategies on the historical drama, <Mr. Sunshine>(2018,
tvN). <Mr. Sunshine> uses the strategy of ‘history foreground’, which represents historical evidences
and signifies the specific place. ‘Shinmeeyanggye’(Invasion of Korea by the three U.S. warships in
1871) is vividly portrayed, based on historical records, photographies and testimony. The strategy of
historical background contributes the audience to enter into imaginative history. Secondly, the
strategy of history middle-ground is to fill the gap between external probability(historical facts) and
internal probability(story telling), inviting Kojong(a king of Chosun Dynasty)’s depository receipt, secret
orders and the secret organization. Thirdly, the strategy of history background is to rearrange and
compress historical time and space. Though <Mr. Sunshine>  depicts historical facts from 1902 to

1904, it shows fashion, culture, scenery and customs from 1870s to 1930s.

Keywords: Historical drama, Calling historical facts, <Mr. Sunshine>, History foreground, History

background
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