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Abstract

A Study on Application of right of publicity
to Media Industry

SungSoon Park
Professor, Shandong University of Arts

This research analyzes the publicity right issue in regards of media industry. Legislation theoretical and
comparative discussion is fully done already but it lacks the research studying the court’s tendency of
recognition and the perception of industry insiders. Therefore this research analyzes the recognition of
court and the industry insiders against the right of publicity. As a result, the court is relatively
accepting the right of publicity. However, although the court points out the breach of law, the
liquidated damages were set lowly. This shows that the court has a conservative view against right of
publicity. Also, it shows that the industry insiders also think that the law can be newly established if
needed. However, they claim that there should be enough discussion before establishment in order to
reduce the damage to the relevant people. Therefore, it is necessary to reflect the distinct
characteristics of specific industry when expanding the scope of application of right of publicity for

public use.

Keywords: Media industry, right of publicity, industry insiders, freedom of expression, public use
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