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Between Producing and Consuming, Playing and Laboring
Reconstruction of <Produce 48> and Fandom
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(Research Fellow, Media & Advertising Research Institute, Korea Broadcasting Advertising Corp.)
Jun Hyung Lee**

(Ph.D. Candidate, Communication Department, Sogang University)

The idol industry not only gives fans the role of productive consumers, but also positions them as one
part of the industry’s productive elements, further motivating and encouraging continuous
participation. As a result, fans will take over some of the roles of entertainment agencies, including
promotion, marketing and management, even though they are not employed by the agencies.
However, the fandom that “works with joy” is problematic in that it ultimately has the potential to
serve in the idol industry's growing commercial visibility and sustainability. This article pays attention
to the fact that idol fandom is characterized by an amusement aspect as well as labor aspect. We
would like to take note of this ambivalent participation mechanism to reveal the conditions and
meanings of this new form of fandom. To achieve the research purposes, we conducted in-depth
interviews with fans of <Produce 48>, and conducted more solid analyses by reviewing the
discussions presented in other media. The composition of the article is as follows. First, we will
organize how existing discussions of fandom have been conducted and will apply Julian Kicklich’s
“playbor” concept to analyze the fandom of <Produce 48>. This concept is adequate in explaining
the labor aspect of <Produce 48> fandom as it captures the idea that fans are providing free labor
that aids in the expansion of the commercial visibility and sustainability of industrial capital. Second,
we will describe the various aspects of <Produce 48> fandom and how they affect fans, and search
for answers on how the fans understand these aspects and create meaning. Third, based on the
preceding processes, we will discuss the meaning of fandom as play/labor.
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Table 1. List of the Interviewees

Section Age Job Special Note

Graduate o An audience and also an analyst of Produce 48
A 30s o A fan of idol group WINNER
student ) )
o Several private/research experiences of sub-culture.

o Picked Kwon Eun-bi(Picked Lee Ga-eun, Heo Yun-jin, Kim Chae-won,
Honda Hitomi in the past)

B 30s |Office worker| © Produce 48 is the first time watching of Produce series.

© Have no fandom experience.

o Not going to watch another Produce series anymore.

o Picked Honda Hitomi.

o No fandom experience before Produce 48.

o Picked Cho Yu-ri

o Have experienced several fandom activities(God, TVXQ, etc.).
Under o Picked Sakura Miyawaki.

E 20s graduate | © Has experienced a fandom activity of ‘Seventeen'.
student o After becoming 20, practicing as a girl groups’ fan.

C 30s |Office worker

D 20s | Office worker

o Picked Ko Yoo-jin.

o A girl groups fan. Likes only one feature at once.

o Working at broadcasting business. Has high level of understanding
about entertainment business.

o Picked Miho Miyazaki
G 30s |Office worker| © Has no experience of fandom activity.
o Watched Produce series only when it is on TV.

F 20s | Office worker

o Picked Chang Won-young
H 30s |Office worker| o Has experienced a fandom activity of Kim Yuna.
o Working at broadcasting business.

o Picked Miho Miyazaki

o Had run a offline fandom cafe ‘CAFE MYAO.

30s |Office worker| o Only watched Produce 48 among the series and had no experience of
fandom activity before.

o Not going to watch another Produce series anymore.

WAL 2 TR o TSI A, BE BF B 712us B A
oz gio] 1 AY], B, ol | i

| A 21 =
Ao RE ARS ool A, iy ol tidk Q) A ow (EETFA 48) W)
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APy, A BE] Falael tiek 47, A B ot A9 B9, A B9 7
Gt 210 thek 471, Aol wE3t Agehs Ao i A B WA, e A%
o tfsl shte] ol FAH S AN ZA Y ThE T FEL oloblalE

=

Q= gk E RE SERel] 28 ARS SAE Sl GRtor], Suie] glae
A%o) wleh 54 o) of B3 skt wha, 2k Zle] AL A ek A4 1)

&2 (Table 2)E &3l 21 = Slek

Table 2 Interview Contents

Section Contents
Person_al o Age, affiliation, job title, name, address, contact (cell phone, email), etc.
Information
o Instrumentation: How did you get to see Produce 48?7
o Key subject: who did you pick?
o The moment when you became a fan: How long have you been a fan?
Basic (Before/during/after the program)

o Contents consuming range: What content or information have you encountered
regarding Produce 48?7

Contents consuming time: How much content or information do you consume per day
about Produce 487

Experience: Do you have any other experience in fandom activities? If so, what
idol/star and how?

What is the difference between Produce 48's fandom and others?

Information of
fandom activity

(e}

o]

o]

Based on your experience, what do you think is the amusement of fandom activity?

(e}

What level of emotional and material support did you have during your fandom
activities?

Have you ever gone beyond sponsorship or support levels to do strategic things

(combined with other fandoms, held events, etc.) for the success of your star or idol?

- If so, what was it and how much?

- What was the trigger?

- How did you feel or think about it?

o |f you've never done anything strategic, have you heard of it?

Perception and | - \What did you think if you heard?

Experience of
Fandom
Activities

(@]

]

o s strategic behavior related to entertainment agencies?
- If so, how does it relate?
o |s strategic behavior related to the program’s production staff?
- If so, how does it relate?
o |s there anything that you did even if you thought it wasn't autonomous, but for any
other reason?
- If so, what are those?
- Have you ever felt that doing them was different from other spontaneous and
enjoyable activities? (of feeling like you're working)
- If you don't feel like work, what is the reason?
- If you feel like work, what is the reason? What is the reason for doing that even if
you feel like working? What distinguishes it from non-working activities?

o |s there anything else you want to say?
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Table 3. The Story-by-episode Content of Produce 48, from "A sodial semiotic study on the competition
format of survival music audition program: focusing on Produce 101.” Kim, J, 2017, Unpublished master's
thesis, Hongik University, Seoul, Korea, All rights of the source are protected.

Episode Key content Details

o Contestants who came from each entertainment management
enter and sit on stage.

1 Level Test .
o Contestants present the stage as teams and receive grades (A-F
and E is excluded) from the trainers.
Level Test o The level test is carried out following the last episode.
2 Task 1. o After training by grade, the test images are filmed and re-rated
Master (It is Mine) by the trainers.
Task 1. o Post-stage performance according to grade received through
Perform <It is Mine) re-evaluation.
o Select an evaluation song (one of the eight songs) and the two
3 teams will play each other.
Task 2. - Class A contestants select songs and members to form a team.

Group Battle Evaluation | © Disclosure of the results of the field vote by the audience after
the performance.
- Winning team members get 1,000 Benefit votes per person.

4 Task 2. o The group battle evaluation is carried out following the last
Group Battle Evaluation episode.
The First Rank o Announcement of successful candidates ranking 1st to 58th
5 through the combined number of Benefit votes and Internet votes

Announcement )
of previous contests

) ARl Aelss 5 o2, sl eiele, el o) eidgoleks siole. SR sl okl Afol7h

°”:} Algge] w3 ojopr|7} ooz, & 213 Aol AA she] ojolr|7t FaE= ZlojgtH, AlBRE A%
H 358 AYS w3 ogasr Eﬂﬂ_ln salﬁE]nm Tk 32 ol AL et} &3] ‘HLTom Hal=
e x|, (XTHL(The X-Files) )& Aol & 7M1;f 2018).

) NEHEQ) APA onfi= A ot 7)o}, (T} 253 TR R) WoliE BE 2] 8ol <
3l 553 7)) o A7} Hold EAE 7tk 7110‘011*1“ ‘opfENavatar) 2% AL}, Tefer EA9] $438
7HIA JNEElE F271% gt 7)ol F2 FAe] ou|E A Blo]tt.
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Episode Key content Details

o 11 songs classified as vocal & rap and dance position will be
given as evaluation songs, and the songs will be selected in
order of high ranking trainees.

6 Task 3. o Performs in front of 1,000 audiences after training
Position Evaluation - Open the rankings of the team by field vote by the audience
after the performance.
- Obtain 5,000 votes for first place in each song and 100,000
votes for first place in each position
Task 3. " . , ) ,
7 ” . o Position evaluation is carried out following the last episode.

Position Evaluation

The Second Rank

o Announcement of the successful candidates ranking 1st to 30th.
Announcement

o Six songs of different concepts are given as evaluation songs,
8 Task 4 and evaluation songs are selected according to the ranking of
Concept Eval'uation field votes of ‘prewlous performances

- b8 people will train, but after 2nd rank announcement, only
survivors will participate.

o Team members will be reorganized with the remaining 30
trainees(6 teams)

Task 4 o Performs in front of an audience of 3,000 after training

9 _— - 6 teams should be released by field vote by the audience after

Concept Evaluation
the performance.

- First place winner gets 50,000 votes and remaining member

gets 20,000 votes each.

10 Task 4. . o Concept evaluation is carried out following the last episode.
Concept Evaluation

The Third Rank o Announcement of the 1st to 20th place successful candidates

1 Announcement
Task 5. o Choose the parts of the songs in order of their debut songs and
Debut Evaluation high ranking trainees, and train them.
Live Broadcast and 0 20 people will perform four songs including their debut song
12 Final o Announcement of the 12 final debuts through the sum of texting
Ranking Announcement and Internet voting
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Figure 1. Onboarding system, Garden of the Gook-Pu(National Producer)

From www.produced8.kr All rights of the source are protected
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