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A Comparative Study on the '‘Corona19' News Frame Based on
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Based on the need for various studies on the media's tendency to report on new infectious diseases in
the face of COVID-19 as a potential national crisis, this study analyzed the quantitative characteristics,
sources of information, formal frames, and content frames of news articles to examine how the four
major news media (Chosun llbo, Dong-A llbo, Hankyoreh, and Kyunghyang Shinmun) dealt with the
issue of the COVID-19 risk. In particular, we looked at the risk issue of COVID-19 to see if there were
any differences in reporting depending on the ideological orientations of either conservatism or
progressivism. According to the analysis, COVID-19 reporting patterns showed that all four dailies had
articles reporting with the case-oriented frame in straight form, and sources of information were
overwhelmingly dependent on government ministries and agencies. As a result of the analysis, the
proportion of reports using a ‘responsibility attribution frame' was the greatest, and the content
frame differed depending on the newspaper's ideological orientation. In many articles, conservative
newspapers focused mainly on conflict and danger frames, unlike progressive newspapers. On the
other hand, progressive newspapers, unlike conservative newspapers in many articles, focused mainly
on moral evaluation frames, prevention/dealing frames. Overall, however, there were fewer articles
involving in-depth analysis of the risk issues regarding the new infectious disease of COVID-19, which
was not well known based on various sources, and the percentage of articles reported in terms of
prevention and response to COVID-19 was low. In other words, in many articles, conservative
newspapers focused on conflict and risk factors unlike progressive newspapers, while progressive
newspapers reported a lot of moral evaluation, prevention and countermeasure-level reports, unlike
conservative newspapers. Also, conservative newspapers used more exaggerated or provocative
expressions than progressive newspapers, which could undermine the credibility of the media and
increase readers' anxiety, according to the case study. As such, in reporting on the risk issues of
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COVID-19, newspapers were found to differ in frame and content depending on their ideological
orientation. The media (Chosun llbo, Dong-A llbo, Hankyoreh, and Kyunghyang Shinmun), which
cover and report on new infectious diseases that are fast-spreading, such as COVID-19, and are
widely popular around the world, need to apply careful, in-depth, and professional approaches. The
media needs to improve its reporting for prompt prevention and response. It is hoped for that the
study will serve as an opportunity for local media to expand their research into reports of new
infectious diseases.
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Table 1. The History of Infectious Disease

Occurrence year Occurrence area Infectious disease The number of deaths
165~180 Europe, West Asia, North Smallpox Bmillion
Africa
541~750 Europe Eustinian infectious disease 25million
1347~13561 Europe The black death 75million
1519~1521 Mexico Smallpox 5-8million
1633 America Smallpox 20million
1816~1826 Asia, Europe Cholera 15million
18562~1860 Russia Cholera Tmillion
1860~1894 China, Indonesia, Hong Kong Great Plague 10million
1918~1919 All over the world Spanish influenza 20-50million
1918~1922 Russia Typhus 3million
1957~1958 All over the world Asian influenza 2million
1968~1969 All over the world Hongkong influenza Tmillion
1980~The present All over the world AIDS 39million
2009~The present All over the world HINI(New type flu) 284thousand 5 hundred
2012~The present  The Middle East, Asia, Europe Mers 525

Note. ‘Virus...humanity threat (Hankyoreh, 2015, 7, 8). Reconstitution.

e wlEE ol A Btk W AREe] AF RS Hlole|e F4
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(Table 1)l Bzo] 21 e] k= 2] GAel 3| sfgktaL s Flo] ofd
E7 o AApIMEE AFE A stk AAH2 AR ARt el Bk
rgoll olZ= APGARE ASHA| sHA QIFARSION vk 1 A9l Ao ExfalgkrH((Table
D 3=5).
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5 PN AR odA s AR o] FlshA vERdy] wiiEe] A drhEEE,
2007). ARES Hapeh AR R v 7] tisiide ofzdofut =gto
A ATES EUlE 2AUR9) Fold i tlind AT, S| A tiird] %
BRSO R 77} Fhteo] 7] wiizo|oh(Hl7]4, 20110 3, 2010).

I3} o5 AlEo] ey} Ak HEeks e 4= qlrkar Akt o] i),
o] Aol 71 A7) ol nlEro 7 U R o} Foldns B Agde] Ao §
Aok A XA 2Jafe] AR O R A #AE shax

A 7REE IRV 97F A SOl RS Bel A1E adelehs 548 st
o] A17I5E #3717 39A19] A7IE AT A AR S7PdERs B =9
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Table 2. The Phase Classification of Analysis Period

Classification Period Main contents

The first confirmed case of Coronal19 occurred in Korea,
2020.1.20.~2020.2.18 the risk alert level of domestic infectious diseases
changed from ‘attention’ to ‘caution’

First stage
(Developmental stage)

Corona19 spreads to local community, Korean first
teenage infectious patient appeared

Second stage

(Spread stage) 2020.2.19.~2020.2.29

Third stage Confirmed cases of Coronal9 occurred all over the world,
(Interpandemic stage) 2020.3.1.~2020.3.20 WHO declared ‘Pandemic
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@ R 7147} of| ARE AAlR BAF et ARle] #EHvs tE AR
S 53] 1 ARAS olopr]Ek 3K Singer & Endreny, 1993/2003). thoksh A
HYS Falo] A& AR & 57220 el ek =olE ke ofojx|, 54 AR
MRSl dstke vt & wiegshal QEAE o= Qe Hoths AolM 5
Aefal & = QQuek(dxlol - w7, 2007).
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7¥sAde AR ofjulgh W8l thgh Q] ARt 24 olE Algele] B} 1hgEa
8-S rshs BPHolck(Krippendorff, 1980; Weber, 1985). ¢9tollA] Algjks EA4
ol thsto] 2185k 210 At v 2 ARE 7P e=Alel thek ZoE, U84 ok
A Ak Azo)] JHUE Ths Aol b7 witell 24 Ao AE=E S B aAde] Atk
(Babbie, 2007; Bos & Tarnai, 1999).

o] AolMe AlEEe] g 7kl YAl EA AR 9, Zedd #A42 Wk
A WAREAS ) ARSI AR BAS 913k TS A7ie it Ak 1
rgo] S5 o= esIgitt. EAAQN A Aol oM, &3] BT 5 e et WAE &

o]7] ffste] A 1,602719] 71AF 5 8070] 7IAE dej® FESto] 720 13 AR, B
L= oo ME WIS 3 5 ARE o wdkslo] rleks Whale] A HIZEES e
o} &g E2H(Holsti) o] A584& ARgate] AEes 343 Av), 5 419 A ]AL
@7IAF % 0.91 @814 0.93 @FAA Zel9) 0.90 @84 =9 0.87= vepdet
=4 glo]E|= SPSS 22.0 & 138 o]g-alo] HIEFA 3} WA S AAEI

K

4. AT Znt

1) Z2LH9 HE0| HH(FXH) 2
(A7=A D2 229 v B=o] Aw (FA) ol B3k Wigoltt. o] AelX= Bl
Ql AR, FoldE e} JHARE] @A, FREo] =9 Kol thele] ofudk AR

FA) e LA duhao =2 ARARE 3 AjolE Lol ard) sl ofE flsf Aw
FA LS e FAAE wE AP AR(EA)E Algshe 3 o2 sk Ao,

55 o), SSPE e 8 o)url, AR, B, AARIAR), AFAHL
G B), WA AR - AR - ek, BRI, 2, ZIA(1ID, A1
5 I3 BRI ok2e @ 71 ofe] fel AR o] Sk A7} Qi A
& Felele] 35 AAGT, BAZIR ) Bl AnAle] IR1g ol ekt 4n
(214 9 245 7= (Table 3)3} 2,
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Table 3. Comparison Analysis of Information Source Type
(Unit: Redundant Aggregation, %)

Information Source Type Conservative Newspapers Progressive Newspapers All
82 74 1656
Cheongwadae 4.8) (5.0 4.9)
Government department 509 419 928
/Agency (29.9) (28.6) (29.3)
Medicine group 233 211 444
/Medical team (13.7) (14.4) (14.0)
Local government 188 128 316
¢ 1.1 8.7) (10.0)
: . 44 42 86
Public official 2.6) 2.9 @7
Politician 107 123 230
(Party) (6.3) (8.4) (7.3)
Expert(Professor, 136 104 240
Researcher, etc) (8.0) (7.1 (7.5)
! e 83 56 139
Educational institution 4.9) 3.8) (4.4)
Citizen'Society-Religion 5 22 27
Association (0.3) (1.5) 0.9
' " 70 129 199
Ordinary person(Citizen) 4.1) 8.8 6.3)
International press 8 2 o1
P (1.6) (1.6) (1.6)
Business 162 98 260
(Businessman) (9.5) 6.7) (8.2)
54 37 91
The others (3.2) (2.5) (2.9
Total 1,701 1,466 3,167
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Note. The out of parenthesis numbers are number of times and redundant aggregation.

AREEe] =9 ¥ 7l e AR (FA) Qo] 4 A Bl e AERA
2 719K(29.9%) ©] 7V A UelstaL, theo2s e fidt % 2] 8x1(13.7%), A
HA(11.1%), 7194 (719D (9.5%), 7K, A7-9 5)(8.0%) o= veksit). ZIx
AR A R 71RH28.6%) 0] 7V =2 7R, e oskdEdd B olux
(14.4%), LRI (8.8%), ALAALAN(8.7%), A1V (H2(8.4%), =7Hau, &
T 5)(7.1%) o= ek

=, ABARRES Bl Hisl ARkt ARl - ARRjekA], AX)1(H) o] H.(F
A LE HlFo] A et 8, BARES JEAREE s ARREAeE At
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W1 Sah A7 - A1) - FebE AuA) 902 o o] BEF W, RANTE

A 1e) o] AL TSl wla) o He] BT Ao Bajg)

2) FEHg R1Ee] YA Zele)

(ATEA] 2= FEUHO o] BwolA] 7} wo| ALg-a} mgjolo = 4
ol wfe} of AJol7} ghzA] AR Wl Folct. 012 913) WA FAH elg #4js
ek

Table 4. Comparison Analysis of Formal Frame
(Unit: the Number of Times, %)

First stage Second stage Third stage
(Developmental stage) (Spread stage) (Interpandemic stage)

Frame Types - - - - - -
Conservative ~ Progressive  Conservative  Progressive  Conservative ~ Progressive

Newspapers ~ Newspapers  Newspapers  Newspapers  Newspapers  Newspapers

Episodic 142 106 147 122 322 24
Frame (74.0) (71.6) 71.7) (68.9) (67.5) (60.6)
Thematic 38 33 54 51 140 137
Frame (19.8) (22.3) (26.4) (28.8) (29.4) (34.0)
Episodic/The 12 9 4 4 15 22
matic Frame 6.3 6.1 (2.0 (2.3 (3.2) (5.5)
ot 192 148 205 177 477 403
ot (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Note. x* =5.09, of =2, p < .05.

A} (Table 4l AXE AT B4R} A RARE 25 AR $4 e 7))
Hlzo] A TAlelA =4 VeRder, o]t dake Hedfo] 71 Wil I=1H9 AR 5

Zj

As] S7FIAE A7 (7] ol =7l o= vkt B3 213710 AR $4 22
el oo Al T4 Zeat ARY/FA EF ZAS) 0= TS 8ol B A7]o)ke &
o}, o= 4] 7I3He] ZA)| 7Iakko] o] Al7jell S miE o FolHtt

F21H9 P o B 7)Ake] A Zols pAHoR AR HpAFEe]
735 AN (A7) o= AR T4 Zel(74.0%) S 71 Wol ARgglon thgo2 F4] F4]
2Z|0(19.8%) & Ao A27(BRF7)) ol AR S Z#(68.9%) S All71HER=E 4
A AREglor thgoz Fal| S Z2|9(29.4%)S 1781} Wo) ARS3E Aoz vepith A
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3710l Ab 54 el (67.5%), A 54 Zalod(29.4%) o2 AHERIL) dAoz 1
FAFES AR T4 ZH9E Bo) AR 718t AlZEE HlFo] Yol wbA 4] F4 Z
A A8 Zkek Zlo & et

FEAFES] 239 A7]elle AR 54 Zel(71.7%)< 71 o] AMg3lon tgo
2 A T4 Ze9(26.4%) S =7 ARERC) A2710llE AR 54 ZEl9(68.9%), A 5
Al ZH9(29.4%) AHEe, A37lelE AR T4 Z#l9(60.6%), A T4 ZElY
(34.0%) o= ARG XRAREES Sk A7|HT} =2 A7jolx] 4] S4 Z|]le] A
& HFo] =7 veRgon, ofejdh FA T4 Zele BE A7|eA] B iEERT) A
ERgTh e AR S ZEl9le] ARE vlEd HAEEC] FRAN| HjEl] BE A7)0
A Ve ti2E o) F3ith

AN SRR, REES AR 4 ZEds A AR AT SR B
o] AMgglo @A A3 M9 AR} Wl AR E Algshs AEO|E 7 Bol A3 Ao
2 A v ARARES 5] T4 Ze|9) Hlgo] A Al7|ollM RRERT EA
Eft F2uH 90 digt 4S540 91 Hdka} bieks: Alels 7 EE F T o] Al TR

og o % itk

.

il

3) I2LH9 BE9| LIS =3
(A7EA] )2 A=H9 B W84 el ¥t Wigoltt. =, =19 ofF BojlA]
P& ol ARSRE Uk 2zel|de Folol odA] gl uie} ofd Aol7t =AE el
Zole}. o] Aol M= 7Mte) U5 B Al = HEsl] ffaf 714 el o= AN
Q1 37H9] g9t Zeldat mIAH]l 13709 ah el AdAgsle] e AAJsIitk(E e -
Z3, 20150 A8, 20100 ©RIgt - o]efg], 2012).

91 e oz AR Zed), 7oA Zeldd, AURJNGEA) Zedem A
T SR FHE AAsioin) bl el omis AR Zeljlells ARl A1 Ze]l,

B1 w7k o), ol el AN - AAA Al melele] o el Egeld

N

ok 171 el opElelAl 7 Zelld, Al o/ Zedd, 7RaA - dijkAla] =
goke ik 3 AAFRIGEA]) Zelddoll=s A (1) AF Zadd, AR
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(1) =94 A9 =Zaldd 4 23
BAIE R alEe] smuH9 el A s 3] se|q) 4 Zik= (Table 5)9F 2t

Table 5. Comparison Analysis of High Frame by Phase

First stage Second stage Third stage
(Developmental stag) (Spread stage) (Interpandemic stage)

Frame Types - - X ; . .
Conservative  Progressive  Conservative ~ Progressive  Conservative  Progressive

Newspapers  Newspapers  Newspapers  Newspapers ~ Newspapers — Newspapers

Social Frame 70 45 81 69 180 159
(36.5) (30.4) (39.5) (39.0) (37.7) (39.5)
regrijnsse 73 66 76 63 201 161
P (38.0) (44.6) 37.1) (35.6) 42.1) (39.9
Frame
Responsibility
attribution
(Responsible 49 37 48 45 96 83
(25.5) (25.0) (23.4) (25.4) (20.1) (20.6)
person)
Frame
Total 192 148 205 177 477 403
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Note. x* =21.74, df =2, p < .001.
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Table 6. Comparison Analysis of Sub Frame by Phase
(Unit: the Number of Times, %)

First stage Second stage Third stage
(Developmental stag) (Spread stage) (Interpandemic stage)
Frame Types - - - - ; -
Conservative | Progressive | Conservative | Progressive | Conservative | Progressive
Newspapers | Newspapers | Newspapers | Newspapers | Newspapers | Newspapers
Sog'i‘:tf;r“ghfre 20 17 18 13 27 20
pointing (10.4) (11.5) (8.8) (7.4) ®.7) (5.0)
Frame
) Moral evaluation 5 4 7 10 17 22
Social Frame 2.6) @7 (2.0) 5.7 (3.6) (5.5)
Frame
Conflict frame 18 o 22 16 5 50
(9.4) (8.4 (10.7) (9,0) (11.5) (12.4)
Political-economic 27 19 34 30 81 67
problem frame (14.1) (12.8) (16.6) (16.9) (17.0) (16.6)
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First stage Second stage Third stage
(Developmental stag) (Spread stage) (Interpandemic stage)
Frame Types - - - - - -
Conservative | Progressive | Conservative | Progressive | Conservative | Progressive
Newspapers | Newspapers | Newspapers | Newspapers | Newspapers | Newspapers
Readiness 29 20 39 17 80 39
assessment frame (15.1) (13.5) (19.0) (9.6) (16.8) 9.7
Crisis Warffi;dfg';;m 2 29 16 23 48 72
response < (12.5) (19.6) (7.8 (13.0) (10.1) (17.9)
frame
Frame
il IIE N BRUN BP IR E -
pontp (10.4) (115) (10.3) (13.0) (15.3) '
alternatives frame
Government-
related agency 17 12 17 " 36 13
responsibility (8.8) 8.1 (8.3 (6.2) (7.5) (8.2
frame
e I KT B PR R
P Y (5.2) 0.6) (4.4) 2.2) (2.5) (1.5)
frame
Resrihrizﬁ)ilitv iy ° Y y 14 !
Respon frame (56.7) (3.4) (5.4) (2.2) (2.9 (1.7
sibility ;
- Non-China
a(tg'eim(')"r:‘ national 2 1 2 2 7 7
sib:)e responsibility (1.0) (0.6) (1.0) (1.1 (1.5) (1.7
frame
person) .
P v (2.6) (5.4) (2.0) (5.6) .1 (3.0)
frame
o I I IR IR A
P v (1.6) ©.1) (1.5) 6.8) 1.7 (7.2)
frame
eporeii 1 1 1 - 9 9
P v (0.5) (0.6) (0.5) (1.1 (1.9 2.2)
frame
Total 192 148 205 177 477 403
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Note. x* =32.93, df = 13, p < .001.
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