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Teenage Youtubers in Korea
Proposing the concept of active media use as production*®
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As the media environment in the digital age has changed rapidly, the meaning of ‘active media use’
has evolved to include participation in production and distribution activities beyond the level of active
decoding of media content. In particular, teenagers have embraced such production-based active
media use more enthusiastically than any other age groups. Youtube is one of the most important
media platforms that Korean teenagers use to experience such active media use.

The purpose of this study is to understand the motivations and expected outcomes of video
production activities on YouTube among Korean teenage Youtubers. The current study is generally
based on a uses and gratifications theory perspective. In particular, this study attempts to redefine the
concept of ‘active use of media’ or ‘active media user’ by focusing on individual Youtuber's
participation in media production and distribution activities. To achieve these research goals, we
interviewed 30 adolescent YouTubers in summer of 2019. The interview questions consisted of (1)
motivations for video production and YouTube activities, (2) YouTubers' perceptions of helpers and
barriers for their Youtube activities, and (3) perceived or expected outcomes of Youtube activities.

We found that the most important Youtube activity motivations among teenagers included
'recognition  motivation',  'self-expression  motivation’,  ‘career  development  motivation’,
‘communication motivation’, ‘entertainment motivation', and ‘profit-making motivation'. Among

*  This study is based on the master’s thesis of the first author(e] ¥=%2 20203 1€ FAe] AAtist
AZZ B rele) AAlEI=t-S B AlTAISRS).
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these six motivations, we found that ‘recognition motivation” was the most common and most
important motivation for teenage Youtubers to start, maintain, and reinforce their Youtube activities.

Regarding Youtuber's perceptions of helpers and barriers for their Youtube activities, we found
that the most frequently mentioned ‘help factor’ for the adolescent Youtubers was ‘positive response
from audience’, while the most frequently addressed ‘barrier factor’ was the ‘lack of time to catch up
with schoolwork’. Parents’ roles were ambivalent as both helpers and barriers. Parents’ support and
positive feedback were critical help factors for many teenage YouTubers while parents’ negative
comments were the most critical barriers for the teen’s Youtube activities.

In terms of expected outcomes, we found that most teenage YouTubers felt that there were
more positive outcomes from YouTube activities than negative ones. What they expected as positive
outcomes include ‘self-promotion outcomes’ such as self-confidence, self-efficacy, and self-expression
competence and ‘relational outcomes’ such as increased quality of friendships and social relationships.

This study provides a new theoretical framework to understand active media uses of teenagers
in the changing media environment. In particular, the results of this study will contribute to future
research that would focus on further developing the concept of production and consumption-based
active media use. Practically, what we learned from this study can be used to develop media literacy
education programs for teenagers in the newly emerging media environment.

Keywords: Teenager, YouTuber, Media producer, Active user, In-depth interview
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Table 1. Characteristics of Participating Youth Youtubers”)

No Grade' Gender® Domains Upload cycle Profit
Al E4 M game + food Not regularly X
A2 E4 F game + painting/drawing Not regularly X
A3 E4 F game + entertainment Not regularly X
Ad E4 F game + painting/drawing Not regularly X
Ab E4 F entertainment Not regularly X
A6 E5 F entertainment Not regularly X
A7 E5 M game + life Not regularly X
A8 E6 F entertainment Not regularly X
A9 E6 F painting/drawing Not regularly X
A10 E6 M music + life Regularly 0
B1 M1 M game Not regularly X
B2 M1 M game Not regularly X
B3 M1 F life + information Not regularly X
B4 M1 F music Regularly 0
B5 M2 F entertainment Regularly 0
B6 M2 F music Not regularly X
B7 M2 M entertainment Not regularly X
B8 M3 M music + game Regularly X
B9 M3 M game + information Regularly X
B10 M3 M entertainment + life Regularly 0
C1 H1 F beauty Not regularly X
C2 H2 M game Regularly (6]
C3 H2 F food Regularly X
C4 H2 M game Regularly X
(03] H2 F life Not regularly X
C6 H3 M game + life Not regularly X
c7 H3 M entertainment + life Not regularly X
C8 H3 M life Regularly ]
C9 H3 F life Not regularly X
C10 H3 M entertainment Not regularly X

Notes 1. E: elementary school, M: middle school, H: high school
Notes 2. M male, F: female

o
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Table 2. Main Interview Questions

Categories Domains Questions

—_

. When did you start Youtube activities?

2. What kinds of Youtube content do you produce?
Introduction of . Number of subscribers? Number of views?
each Youtube activity Number of comments? Profits?

4. How do you produce content?

(planning, shooting, editing, etc.)

5. With what motivations did you start it?
Motivations of 6. Have the motivation been satisfied?

w

Introduction

Motivations . - . ,
production and activity | 7. What made you continue it?
(If you have quitted it, why?)
Processes ® Helpers 8. What are the helping factors in your Youtube
¢ Obstacles activities? And what are the barriers?
9. What have been positive outcomes and negative ones
Outcomes  Positive outcomes from your Youtube activities?
¢ Negative outcomes 10. Which do you experience more between positive and
negative outcomes?
. ) 11. Would you recommend being a Youtuber to others?
Conclusion Overall evaluations

12. What advices would you share to others?

4) o7 HO|H &4
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Feh 3 HAE ¢lo] A FlE TS ) Fol Wk A s3] Al oIk i
S FohiE A94S ¥ Seidman, 2006/2009). 41 Aaf= dtoizpd 2l
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