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Political Bias of TV Programs on Current Affairs*
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To verify the characteristics of political bias in domestic TV programs on current affairs and the
topography of bias in each channel, a content analysis was conducted on current affairs programs
aired on terrestrial (KBS, MBC, SBS) as well as general programming channels (Channel A, MBN, JTBC,
TV Chosun). By measuring the argument intensity and concentration of opinions in the moderators,
panels, and footage item by item, the bias topography was identified through coordinates with the
argument intensity on the x-axis and the concentration of opinions on the y-axis. Overall, the
argument intensity of moderators and footage was low, while that of the panels proved high. By
topic, former minister Cho's items were more intense than other topics, while by channel, TV Chosun,
Channel A, and MBN showed higher argument intensity than that of other channels. The
concentration of opinions was generally low. KBS and JTBC were friendly to the government and the
ruling party, whereas the rest of the channels were friendly to the opposition parties. By topic, those
items related to former minister Cho revealed a higher concentration of opinions than other topics,
and yet the bias of TV Chosun and Channel A was confirmed in the topic related to former minister
Cho. Analysis of bias topography shows that most programs were classified as mechanical neutral
programs, with TV Chosun at the border between dogmatic and argumentative programs. The bias
landscape was subject to different topics with TV Chosun and Channel A classified as dogmatic
programs on the topic related to former Minister Cho and with TV Chosun as an argumentative
program on other topics. These findings are significant in that they confirm the bias landscape of
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domestic TV programs in a way to extend existing studies. Based on the results of the study, the need
for establishing specific norms related to the production of current affairs programs and the practical
implications were proposed.

Keywords: TV Current Affairs Programs, Political Bias, Argument Intensity, Concentration of Opinions
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99(:), 109 T (D)FE 11D () 7HA19] 103] B, & 703]xte]eh. D)

(1) ofolsll, Tzaa) 74 2481 54
AR} Zx1gle] PR BA9al] Slak 14 bl ‘ololsl(items) ol ololgle 4] L
23 SEONA FAIsh A WolA] B2 st el 2 EE gl B s} s )

—

o&

) B4 7REF 8 AAE
98] e 3ol 3t A=
Eap] A7) 71 AL A

A ARk == 201949 84 29 U] F=e] &S iAllshe XIS H-E]elolA o s
lﬂ o] 71EElen, 84 9Y 2= A W o] FEE Ayro] 109 149 A}
& el thgt w=eto] ATk
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Holeh (S AIEGNATL, 2019). AR ofoldlelehz (AL clofd Bt A
e A 9 9 Eskeow PHE SUE|E, S5 5o WAL eeo] ool

. F T03)}lA 4497K9] ofolglo] ¥ F"])\/\-—‘ . O] 7ReH| ofoF o] Sl Aljte®

4 dide] JREche] AAp 222 el slpdo] Eeisto] 54 ofqrel] thel
Eds she A oR g, Sdakeo] wid UHOH% e Gol A %Eli T8 AL

M ZEshe 9= KQEE} Hde 7185 A} s Aele %Oﬂx}ifﬂ A= e 5
Ao} AETFEelH ERo] 4ol He Akt Zragie] S 54 elM oS AlAshe
Aeks wet) AsshHS Xlake) sido] WA w) Ao} FAE Qo mA AIZFARl AR
w7 ot
ofolglo] th= FAle 74 5ot oA Hsieoll kS WA 4 ek Aot tigshe
Z8AA ARIRIA] HIAA AR ARKRIA| whe}, 22 ojopr} tifah= Aletole} slrjeke Z2-5o]
it Hellglel whet Aapde] vt debd = Qlvk & e BAHo® oot Zsdt
© ololdlhs B4 tho® sb7] wiizel], FAle] Ae ool whE HIPI| AlolE grlstar
2 gk, 4 71l ofoprt HeflebA thdabia dAge] S HES AR FAle 2=
7 2} BA3 o]9r(Items related to former minister Cho: 2 % W43 715 AL
2 AZ Y, $4YE AR oS ) olrt olol] FAE 2 A A e ofoldlla} 7]E}
ofo} g} ololel(Other items: of: Y& 3 114 Bl Ax|Ql &4 9wk )k G AEE
A A of9l oY a1k §) o' gREste] EAFTE A 19070e] EA TV ofoldl +
= 7 A B ofof 3 ofolelo] 110719001, 1 & ojof g ofegl2 807]%ict.

ﬂl
ﬁ

o)

Table 1. Number of Items by Channel

ot Chamnel a5 MBC  SBS JTBC  MBN TV Chosun Channel A Total

tems related toformer 591 8 10 13 18 26 110
minister Cho

Other items 6 12 12 1 8 14 17 80

Total 3 23 40 2 21 29 23 190

* Items related to the argument between the ruling and opposition parties
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Table 2. Argument Intensity : Qperational Definition and Examples

Operational Definition Examples of Speech

KBS, August 5, 2019, Panel
“Then what kind of alternative does Hwang Kyo-ahn have?
If he sides with Japan and the US day and night, and only
shoots at our government and President Moon Jae-in, is
that an alternative?”
MBC, October, 6, 2019, Moderator
-1: Generally favorable or friendly to the ~ “It's almost like being addicted. Now(About delving into
government and the ruling party allegations of Minister Cho’s family at the inspection of
state administration).”
SBS, August, 8, 2019, Moderator
“The Democratic Peace Party has 14 seats, and there are 10
0: Maintain neutrality or balance members of the Alternative Politics that National
Assemblyman Yoo Seong-yeop mentioned, these 10 people
are leaving the party. Are they leaving the party soon?”
Channel A, August, 6, 2019, Panel
“Literally, it is a situation where the president is a little
embarrassed. It's a little frustrating.”
TV Chosun, August, 6, 2019, Panel
“I think this is a very inappropriate attitude. How is that a
groundless story?”

-2: Clearly favorable or friendly to the
government and the ruling party

1: Generally favorable or friendly to the
opposition party

2: Clearly favorable or friendly to
opposition party

Hpge] 7 WA 2kle oA HF = (concentration of opinions)el™, o= Fgo] JFH
AE= Agolert. =, o Tes T2 ofe] 7 8ke] Tl o e s drht
AT PEAE A3t Aoan, Qe 74, upd g9 Bet, AEsfdd] vt F
&& T ol AR} Z2agle] gt F4E 1T Hobdom XA #8S 74T 2

27} Slrke 4E vk, e o PFE So] ANERIe] Felok & wekAe
ololele] 917 MFE = 2 5 3k + A T gl P + AN FY

QA A, AT 5 2 T2ag FHake] 7 el Wslh - 2004 +20]u2

o ] Wl Ak -6l A +674e] 3 ARILk ol 00l eSS T34

Q) SJ719] RES olw, 69 FPHEFE AR - olge] AU o7 RIS wok= i,
+60ll 7P ofell MRAQ] S LES Moli= R0 ST 9tk
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S A28 AL 2910 Hefalsint. EAZQ1 sdo] AlRE]7] A of 257 g 2R 1]
T4 B ATHES sAska, 7RARl 39 FR AEE A5S AAgnh 3 1 AEE
ASE el 7}, wld, 2=shd ofolel 7 20712 F 60712 ofelsle TR FE319
of 8 ) ulg AEE Sgu9leong Ajslare] dvk(Krippendorffs a) & -
e Akttt A= Aot gk 21k 0.94, 3 0.97, AAsshd

)
0.74% el aHSe] A Tl AF5ee SIGNT. o) IHES B4 e ke

_9|l_’4
R
an
e

1) AlAF Z2O20| HEkM X9l 1: FAQ| Z=(Z20H TFH24A, 010|H FA)
ATEA| 1-10l Hal7] S1af WA 2} AAF 2R ae] = s AR AuRgit 2w
a3 84 (Program Elements)®2 ¢ 7%=e] Ad 54S Adnd, Aazt
(Moderator) 9] 58 %= Hit 0.510]9tH95% A& 77F 0.42~0.59). KBS7| 713 oFst
T4 75(0.15) 5 Holn Xaapt SeAdn} w34dS A vk, Azt 7R st 7
AE(0.74) 5 HolF d&o| S-TAolAY fredh Ak BofFiet. 7h AP zleiate]
2 7= B KBS 0.15, JTBC 0.24, SBS 0.35, MBC 0.39, MBN 0.67, TVZA 0.69,
AEA 0.74% LERITE A 7F 2loli= BAH 02 felu|glom(F(6, 68.45) = 5.63, p =
.000), AKSAE A3l foles p < 05014 KBSSF MBN, TVERA, €A 7] o],
JTBCS}F TVZA, APGA 7He] xjol7} freju)gick,

ofolel o Zlgk wld(Panel) 9] 47 JTBC7F 7 A%1a1(1.62%), TVZRAe] 71 &
okord(5.287), o) 74 7= Bt 1.259H95% A1=77k 1.18~1.31). 2 AP o
g 4 o] Hirgke SBS 0.83, MBC 1.14, €A 1.19, MBN 1.20, JTBC 1.38, TV
Z2 1.46, KBS 1.75%, SBS9| ¢ 7%(0.83)7F 7F¢ <fgied vk KBS ¢ 4=
(1.75)7F 7F¢ 733ick. olelet A 7+ Aole BAMeR from|glom(F(6, 143.51) =
8.52, p = .000), A% Az} KBS9F SBS, MBC, AEA, MBN7H] xjol7}, SBSS}F TV
22, JTBC, MBN 7}o] Apol7k, TVZAZ APFA 7k Afol7} frefn|gitk(p < .05).

Az spd(Footage) @) 8 == it 0.41(95% A#77F 0.32~0.49) 2 KBS +

;
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% 735(0.15)7F 7F oF WA, TVRAS] 74 725(0.72)7F 718 7330k, 7h Apdd s
S 0.15, SBS 0.21, JTBC 0.21, MBC 0.23, MBN 0.29, #d
A 0.70, TVZA 0.722 vepdeh ol A 7t Zoli= BAXR feojmglom (F6,
179) = 5.90, p = .000), SBSg TVZA, APATE jo]7} Helmlgick(p < .05).

Al 7R ZEas et B9HTotal) 4 At Bt 0.93(95% ARt
0.87~0.98) 22 SBSO] 4 74%(0.56) 7+ 7Fd <R whd TVaAle] 5 23%(1.26) 7} 718
738t 7t A B3 3 7o) e SBS 0.56, MBC 0.72, JTBC 0.76, KBS 0.92,
MBN 0.95, A9A 1.01, VA 1.260% UeRon adel we} 3¢ Z%e] st Aol
SJFITHF6, 285.82) = 15.35, p = .000). AIF-2o% BH TVEALS KBSE A3t e
A7} frefulgh Aol Hejor] SBSE MBN, AdAg) fon]eh xjol2 Btk p < .05).

T2y e dejeiny dde) 3 At 7P Ean(Ei 1.25), 1 ok
YA 0.51), A=SPAHT 0.41) 9] =02 Yehdt}, SBSE Alejgh ZE APdejlA o)

T gto] 1 oPdRl 210w e, ool Adellx] sid ijlo] ko] 9
gRRIeh = vk, Wk xegje} AfnshHe] 749 RE APde] 4 A gro] 1 ofshe 14

5o}, ol Aol BE Aol ol A FHE FAsk Jrks AL T 5 Ik

ot

[

1o

N

o

o

ki

o

:

o

Table 3. Argument Intensity by Broadcaster based on Program Elements

Moderator Panel Footage Total

M SD n M SD n M SD n M SD

KBS(a) 13 5 38 24 175 61 13 .16 .66 50 .92 .97
MBC(b) 23 39 B8 43 114 80 22 .23 .61 83 12 .82
SBS(c) 40 3B B8 81 83 8 3 21 52 160 .56 79
JTBC(d) 21 24 44 34 138 65 19 .21 42 74 .76 79
VBN(e) 21 67 48 81 120 66 21 .29 46 123 .95 .70
TV Chosun(f) 29 69 47 1563 146 66 29 72 b3 211 1.26 .70
ChannelA(g) 43 74 62 188 119 84 43 70 64 224 101 .70

Broadcaster

Total 190 51 57 b4 1.25 78 186 .41 .59 930 .93 .81
Statistics ~ F (6, 68.45)=5.63""* F(6, 143.51)=8.62*** F(6, 18)=b.90*"*  F(6, 285.82)=15.35"**
d>f,g b,c e g>a f,g>c e,g>c
Post- e,f,g>a c>d (Scheffe) b, c, d e g>f
Verification?) (Games-Howell) e f>c (Games-Howell)
g>f
(Games-Howell)

**p < 001

ofo]ele] FoA| A0 whe} AW 59 774 = (Integrated Argument Intensity by
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Broadcaster) & As¥}. Z=r 3 olqre] 5 A Hito] 0.97= 7]e} oof 25 ol4
] 3t 0.86HTt Ek=tI(6(928) = 2.00, p = .046), o= ARRERIgIE0] 5 7
olgroll thall Al ez ek F4E BHE-S HofFrh

Z 7 At IR AL B RS St sl A S Adee] vk A e TV
o] 7V 733)a1(1.31) SBS7F7Fd 2RILK0.61). 2 Ade 3¢ 7 3k SBS 0.61, MBC
0.64, JTBC 0.72, KBS 0.81, MBN 1.05, AIFA 1.13, TVZA 1.312 veRic) < daisrie}
JTBCE 180} 2k 3h& 71 i TVEA, A14A, MBN B £ 7] Alde 180} 2 %k—%b}ﬂ
Witk A 7 Aol= AR femghen (K6, 149.79) = 11.01, p = .000), AR5 Az}
TVEA, AdA= MBC, SBSS} 2lol7} frofw]giar MBNZ}H SBS 1F o] = frefw]gitkp < .05).

2 2 4 AR NS AP obd 71EL ool 2% A ol & TVA]
Z57E 7V 73 Wi SBS 59 A7 7P ok ARk o 2= A ek ofelqle) ¢ 7t
=7} o] A UepdAR KBS9F MBC, JTBCE 7]} olof 25 1 ololele] 3= 73=r} Ak
Ao A vepgt) Al 4 7= gk SBS 0.43, MBN, A€A, MBC 22} 0.78, JTBC
0.79, KBS 1.04, TVZA 1.200% vekd=t], Ad 3t 2ol frefnjglon| (M6, 125) =
6.77, p = .000), A=4% Ax} SBS, MBN, APdAL} TVZA 7 2jo)7k frefr|gick(p < .05).

Table 4. Integrated Argument Intensity by Broadcaster based on Topic

Items related to former

Broadcaster Total minister Cho Other items
n M SD n M SD n M SD
KBS(a) 50 .92 .97 27 .81 .96 23 1.04 .98
MBC(b) 88 72 .82 42 .64 .76 46 .78 .87
SBS(c) 160 .66 .79 m 61 .81 49 43 74
JTBC(d) 74 .76 .79 36 12 .82 38 .79 .78
MBN(e) 123 .95 .70 78 1.05 .66 45 .78 74
TV Chosun(f) 211 1.26 .70 110 1.31 .67 101 1.20 72
ChannelAlg) 224 1.01 .80 145 1.13 .78 79 .78 .80
Total 930 .93 .81 549 97 .80 381 .86 .81
Statistics F(6, 285.82)=15.36""* F(6, 149.79)=11.01""" F (6, 125)=6.77"**
Post- e,g>c¢ e>c f>ceg
Verificationd) b,c de g>f f,a>bc (Games-Howell)
(Games-Howell) (Games-Howell)
**p < .001
3) SEke W2 79 Scheffe, G4k W24 2 79 Games-Howell 2] ARS-715-8 AR8-3191Th
4) SRS w2 79 Scheffe, TEihe W24 %= 79~ Games-Howell o] ARF7E-S AME39ATE
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T, AAF Z2e] zleaje} Agsie dAR T S 13 AXshs Tk
o] o] BAE Fall T ol M= ek 53] Faatel sid zie] F4 3w
Zoli= KBS7H 7HE ZAaL APQA7E 7 Akt & ARk 0= 5 3 g kA ofolglellxfe]
T 7wt i ez ZJsiAl YRR KBS, MBC, JTBCE 7]} oot 25 ofo]elofjA]
o] ¢ 77t Ak, 7 A 73 mFellA] TVaRAe] 7R A% 74 s ek vk

SBS7} ¥y ok 79 s melFsir.

4l

2) AlAL Z=T240| Hekd AR 2: oA AFk

T AT 2F Zr O] 782 offe] oWl e HEEaL SlEAE deleks Tigelet
1w oA AT AL g, Akaspae] 5go) sl ofoldlel|lA] ofd £ LER=A]
5 WolF= idelt. AA EA e oA e it 0.9301ATHF(6, 183) = 14.30,
p = .000, 95% A1=77F 0.64~0.85). A 0= o] gho A ool Thai 45431 oA
S HERNAL Silont o 37t FEEo] S esitt ol ATeE v KBSE -
0.46, JTBCE -0.33, MBCE 0.07, SBSE 0.589] ks 1ol 03 £1 Atelol] A3t

slgich. MBN#}F AdA] oA M= 717F 1.29, 1.8622 21T} 2R 5315 H9jow

ofd $529l Ao vept) ole} gl TVRAS 97 ATmt 2,012 ofd HakdS 3t

olek = 9)9Ie}. A% A] KBS, MBC, SBS, JTBCE TVEA, AdASH fejn)gh xjo)7}
o™, MBN KBS, JTBOS frejngh 2ol 7} Adtk(p < .05).

FAl| whet o)A JeEs AT Za ded ojolsle it 1.32% 218t AR kS
AL, 7]} oJof 25 ololel it gk 0.39HTF frolvshAl =UTHE(188) = 4.11, p
.000). GYFAQ1 ofoF 25 ofoglel] Hlsl =t A gt} A ofolglol|A] tiFEo] AL
FEo] HH o= ool HFHAThE & 1T 5 Slrk
= A A9 ojolglel] tiet o HAFTEE AMER ARy WA Hitd +1.328 F
S HAshs ofd ool $-E2jo|d AR vty KBS7H 7FE 0ol 7 A%

7P A oR ddslar 9i9lon, AMdAE 2,512 HFrt 7FE o) ofdel| §-
&do] et 2 ol gk 71 AldE TV} APAR ofg :aiio] 219
o AddE ® JTBC -0.40, KBS -0.07, MBC 0.23, SBS, 0.88, MBN 1.85,
TVZA 2.23, ALA 2512 Uehdom Ad 7t ZJoli= fem|3ici(F(6, 103) = 16.99, p
= .000). AF4% A3} MBN, TVZA, AdAE= KBS, MBC, JTBCSH frelnlgh 2] 7} 9l
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oo SBSE TVAA, AdAst frofwlgh zfe]7} At p < .05).
7|E} oo 2 3 ojolgle] Tr) o] oA ke e 0.392 HE Afde] 2 m]wie]
FRS 7, a7 Ak ofoldlel] wisl wEA 0 v iick. MBC7F 00l 7FE 77k <
A FFEE 1) vhl TV 1772 004 71 Ha] "ol o7 [5wr} Athal o =9k
ok APt 3xel JTBCE] o7 Hateas 59 F312A, AdiH R 44 ofgdel] 542l o
o] Wol A=A Zlo VRt KBS A% ool 71 $-a4olold vk, TVAAS of
Goll 71 $-52o|9ie). g ke KBS -0.92, JTBC -0.27, SBS -0.14, MBC -
0.08, MBN 0.38, AIdA 0.87, TVZA 1.77=2 veton A 7t ZJoli= F2vick F(6,
73) = 3.86, p = .002). AT Ax} TVARAR KBS 7F-f2fufst 2lo)7F 9Igitk(p < .05).
oA Fgwol ulgh A Aws gokei, Fak A Ak ojo]slellA] AldAe) TVEAL] of
g ygkdo] FRIF%on] MBNO| 9w th2 Adel| vls] Aoz opgel] $-54o]0H
0= vERg] 7]E}f olof ZH 3=l ojolgle] Zg- o o] FSlakA| SRl AdS IR
o1} TVEAS] 79 v Adur) Ajaow opde] ¢-F2olt). ofof ZH5o] gl ololel
S B3 Avfs Auldi, TVzAe] ofd Bkl on APdALE MBNE ofgel -

5%
23|
Ues SRS 7 Qe A APt 3AkeE JTBCRE o= gk 0= X|-9x]A] ¢ar 7

3

Table 5. Concentration of Qpinions by ftem

Items related to former

Broadcaster Total minister Cho Other items
n M SD n M SD n M SD
KBS(a) 13 -0.46 1.14 7 -.07 .93 6 -.92 1.28
MBC(b) 23 0.07 1.88 1 .23 .85 12 -.08 2.52
SBS(c) 40 0.58 1.32 28 .88 1.46 12 -4 A1
JTBC(d) 21 -0.33 1.00 10 -.40 .57 1 =27 1.31
MBN(e) 21 1.29 1.30 13 1.85 1.07 8 .38 1.17
TV Chosun(f) 29 2.01 0.66 15 2.23 .64 14 1.77 .61
ChannelAlg) 43 1.86 1.56 26 2.51 .97 17 .87 1.79
Total 190 0.93 1.60 110 1.32 1.45 80 .39 1.65
Statistics F(6, 183)=14.30*** F(6, 103)=16.99""* F(6, 73)=3.86""
Post- f,g>ab,cd e f,g>abd f>a
Verifications) e>ad f,g>c (Scheffe)
(Scheffe) (Scheffe)

**D < .01, ***D < 001
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3) AJA} ==z 2Ho| mekM XIS
AP AFE Avn) ol 4 A=

SIANAE Ash, B ol AN} ZR RS oA B T A0 U o) [FE 4

& R 3 4% o} o Zj7)e] Fgo] 1T AAEIRIA] Felzs} wloluiz: 7 A
2o] AEIo] 0l ZPI9IAE RaEE B oo} 2] QL= ofols] Aol the 4 2

= A, 5709 A€ (KBS, MBC, SBS, JTBC, MBN)& 4 7%} oA H5wr}

5 gol B Qe tig AET L Ha 7 A Adshs 71AE T AREEZ ] f

oz FHeh 4 vk KBS JTBCO] 749 5 ool 5421 ¥hd MBC, SBS, MBN

2 opgdl] faAo|d=], ofF 5/ ARF R B o Tk o] vof vlad i1+
[e)

ARl O TEE o= 0% B 4 vk v, AAY] A oA st diiH e =
of opgel] $5421 EAdo] Tl TVERAS th 671 Aldel vl o HE5wrt 4
O R o} oo ﬁﬂ%@% 35 Btk AT 7IAA SH ARRER IR ARA ARRE
2 AR, TVEAL B2 ARz} 42 AWz sl ZARA ] 415
aL Sielet

Za A A AR AN A9 A AARIR 0] IS A EE et
3AK JTBCE 4 7457} Wil oA J55rt vhol w4 o= xdshy Halde] #of 717
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Figure 1. Quadrant coordinates of bias in current affairs program
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