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Possibility and Constraints of Feminist Narratives in Television Drama
Focusing on Mine (TvN) and /nspector Koo (JTBC)
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This study analyzes the dramas Mine and Inspector Koo from a feminist perspective, the female
characters in the dramas are unlike any other. The narrative's major axis in Mine is women's solidarity,
sisterly affection, and love between women. Also, /Inspector Koo features female investigators,
criminals, and strong characters, breaking the genre norms of crime dramas. It differs from the
previous television drama narratives that have shown women as rivals and represented them as
helpless victims or assistants in romantic rivalries. By examining these two dramas, we attempted to
investigate how female characters have evolved in Korean television dramas as well as the possibility
that these feminist components could become broadly applicable feminist narratives in dramas. The
analysis of the texts concentrated on the episodes where the characters, their relationships with one
another, and their roles intersect. The analysis revealed that the exterior representation of female
characters, the personalities of the characters, and the way it showed relationships between women,
relationships with men, and interactions with their children were all different from previous dramas.
Goo Kyung Yi in Inspector Koo is represented in the typical way that pop culture has shown the
"broken, righteous genius man who likes to drink." This representation has a resistance aspect in that
it appropriated characteristics that had not been given to women in the past. Nonetheless, the
creation of female characters using masculine signifiers in crime investigation shows more explicitly
the dichotomous gender norms, reminding us that crime investigation plays are still a genre
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dominated by masculine signifiers. In contrast to the conventional genre norms of TV investigative
dramas, in which are represented as “men = criminals” and “women = victims or helpers,” it
attempted a feminist narrative by marginalizing men and showing the affects and connectivity shared
by women. By eschewing heterosexual romance, using different representations of women's unity
and motherhood, and using new female characters, Mine appears to have developed a feminist
narrative. The traditional gender view and conventions were not entirely disproved by these dramas,
nevertheless. There were restrictions since the surrounding characters continued to express themselves
within the framework of the gender binary, and the narrative focused on women was constructed by
completely ignoring male characters. Combining these characteristics, the television dramas of our
time, which is gender-sensitive, have chosen a strategy of coexistence. In other words, in a patriarchal
way, the expression is ambiguous but conveys clear meanings, whereas in a feminist way, the
expression is explicit but leaves room for interpretation.
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