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Third-Person Effect on Internet Games and Support for
Regulations:
Focused on MMORPG among Internet Games

Gildong Hong™
(Research Fellow, The Korea Press Research Institute)
Narae Keum™
(Professor, School of Communication, Hankook University)

This study explored the third-person effects on Internet games,
which recently caused severe social debate and invited a strict
regulation for protecting excessive use of children and
adolescences. A total of 415 undergraduate students from four
different universities participated in the survey. The results show
that third-person effect increases in the connection with social
distance. The respondents perceive that Internet games give more
negative impact on the average adults than themselves, and more
negative impact on children and adolescents than the average
adults. The possibility of the first-person effect is identified. The
addicted respondents to Internet games perceive that they are
negatively influenced more than others. Gender, Internet games
usage and the degree of Internet game addiction variables are
predictive ones for the third-person perception. In addition, the
third-person perception is predictive variable for supporting review
reinforcement of Internet game content. The supports of overall
regulation on Internet games, and shutdown and fatigue systems
can be predicted by the perception of more harmful impacts on
the average adults than children and adolescents.

Keywords: Internet games, Third-Person Effect, Social Distance,
Self-Control, Regulation

This study is based on the data of the Korea Press Research
Institute(¥ ATE I AZA 34 dolHE &390 3).
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o 1, T M3 9B%=679 T (2000. 10. 27).
of 2, Lessard v. Schmidt, 349 F. Supp. 1078(ED. Wis. 1972).
o 3, Durflinger v. Artiles, 563 F. Supp. 322(D. Kan. 1981), aff'd 727 F.2d 838(10th
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WMEY A 4§ A HE(dAm) Aoz 73 1, o 2). HES BEioA o8d
Y= HEY(QAE)Aoz F7)8tHd 3, o 4)
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ol 1, Table 1. Computer Distribution Rates in South Korea
%)

1)

HoE ojdelor sty adye AR vk a9 AW AHgHE
==
K3

1 L
4% F 3 wole A FAUNL YEAZ Frk

ol 1, Figure 1 Symbolization system in news reports
6) 5 u|H= note T ARl o|HE AR 1, F(note) 2] W82 AAAZR 2AJ gt
o 1, Note. The numbers in the parenthesis indicate MSE.

(7) #AE Fok T3-S EwelA AHT wfol= A2(< >)etell E7]%

o 1, & 4 UTH<Table 1> #x) ol= 3|7RAS F3l-
o 2, - F@otd <Figure 2>9F Akt 1jHE B Ao

® A E =Rl B IS GRS Y, FAF okl lxje] me} E71HeKe |
S A4 Q18 ol 2, 915 AN Q1 o 3 S R A8 d 4 95 = 918, A
el F/1E A3 BA BE40 5% BUsH Bk A48 B4E Bo)sn

g} AR B E WA,

o 1, From Structural Equation Modeling (p. 136), by C. Lee, S. Yu, G. Yang,
and Y. Choi, 2000, Seoul: B&M Books. All rights of the source are
protected. (%= Copyright 2006 by B&M Books. Reprinted with permission)

ol 2, From Media Efiects: Advances in Theory and Research (p. 104), by J.
Bryant and M. B. Oliver, 2009, New York: Routledge. All rights of the
source are protected. (¥ Copyright 2009 by Taylor & Francis. Reprinted
with permission)

o 3 From “Current Conditions of Poliical Communication Studies and
Suggestions for Future Research,” by C. Kim, S. Yang, G. Lee, and Y.
Hwang, 2005, Commmuunication Theory, 1, p. 136. All rights of the source
are protected. (2= Copyright 2005 by the Korean Society for Journalism
and Communication Studies. Reprinted with permission of the author)

o 4 From “Television Viewing and Anxiety: An Experimental Investigation,” by
J. Bryant, R. A. Carveth, and D. Brown, 1981, Journal of Commumnication,
31(1), p. 310. All rights of the source are protected. (%= Copyright 2006 by
the International Communication Association. Reprinted with permission of
the author)
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Figure 1. Overall preference levels of web-toon genres on Korean adolescences.
From "Current Web-toon Usage of Korean Adolescences,” by H. Yu and S. Do, 2019, Journal of
Korean Communication Studies 59 p. 128. Al rights of the source are protected. (SE=
Copyright 2019 by the Korean Society for Journalism and Communication Studies. Reprinted
with permission of the author)

) o] AF LEH MRS ARSEA| EaL 7hRANS ARSETHOl <Table 1> 3

) BARA ARE E2 AN 49 MES AG S MS= A, mvas)s
FOIEL WEA ANGHTable 1 B2). 98 £2)e TA402 AN 2
& AHor s8] He) Ulgol W A F 5A0 ME, w1 ALES E ¥
o EFe Fhank

Table 1. Results of Analysis of Variance on Game Addiction with Self-Control and Stress
Program Treatments

Source af F N P
Self-Control(A) 2 3.80 35 .007
Stress(B)? 1 1.54 09 13
AXB 2 223 A5 027

Error within group (S/AB) 30 (10.05)

Note. The numbers in the parenthesis indicate MSE. @Only high- and low-level stress
experimental groups were included in this analysis. Medium-level stress group was not
included.

) BFEY FolM= BOIEES 3F1A), B(EES} BT, ¢ 74, Fol=E AAE
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A AU A S T Lehia, SR PHGES IARN, QA 712
5)0] o] A= Sol7b) i

(14) B4A FAAE 33 %] 4%, 7Fssieha Ag e g4 AAE Ae fAR3
o AF e g2a( DE ARSI, ZF FolA sk Al(lower limit)9} “3-3HA] (upper
limit) & A Alste] HascH(<Table 2> #%).

bl

Table 2. Results of Multiple Regression Analysis on Game Addiction with Self-Control and Life
SatisfactionN = 243)

Predict B B SE t %% d
redictor
P LL U
Constant 26.14 62 60.88 <001 | 2085 30.17
Sex 293 -09 036 | -1042 .009 -3.21 -2.53
Self-control -5.74 -17 0.05 -25.74 .001 -5.97 -535
Life satisfaction | -2.11 -07 007 970" 035 222 -1.80
A3,239) = 7414, p = 001
R =36 AR = 32

Note SE = Standard Error; Cl = Confidence Interval; /L = Lower Limit; UL = Upper Limit. From
“Current Conditions of Political Communication Studies and Suggestions for Future Research,” by
C. Kim, S. Yang, G. Lee, and Y. Hwang, 2005, Communication Theory; 7, p. 136. All rights of the
source are protected. (5= Copyright 2005 by the Korean Society for Journalism and
Communication Studies. Reprinted with permission of the author)

(15) 37124 = F2lgARd EAE0E Bud 49

Mol 7 AAE AS AR <Table 3> %)

=8 Wel

il

kel A

il

’

Table 3 Correlations among Self-Contro| Life Satisfaction Game Addiction and Performance
Satistaction

Variables 7 2 3 4

1. Self-control -

2. Life satisfaction 14* -

3. Game addiction - 34x** -.25%* -

4. Performance satisfaction 20%* AQ*** - 43xx*
M 342 2.87 2.84 3.1
SD 1.02 1.11 1.21 0.84

p< .05 "p<.01."p< 001
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