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Japanese Censorship in Colonial Korea
during the Sino-Japanese War*

Min Ju Lee**
(Associate Professor, Future College of Liberal Arts, Far East University)

This study examines Japanese censorship in colonial Korea over Korean private newspapers such as
Dong-A llbo and Chosun Ilbo during the Sino-Japanese war, which occurred in 1937. Studies on
censorship of Korean Newspapers under Japanese colonial rule had little focused on the late period of
1930s. Although the Korean private newspapers lost their status as an exponent of the Korean people
due to the incident of the erasure of the Japanese national flag on the pages of newspapers in 1936,
Japanese censorship on Korean private newspapers was still being executed in the late 1930s. Political
censorship was even strengthened and elaborated because of the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war.
Therefore, this study explores Japanese censorship on Korean private newspapers during the
Sino-Japanese war in order to look into the traits of imperial censorship in colonial Korea, which was
executed in extraordinary times of war. The data analyzed in the study are historical materials,
induding censorship records published by the Japanese censorship bureau, the Book Department of
the Japanese Government General of Korea. These are The summary of Chosun Publication Police and
The Monthly Report of Chosun Publication Police. Pages of Korean private newspapers such as
Dong-A llbo and Chosun llbo, the main target of Japanese censorship, were also collected and
analyzed.

In order to grasp the characteristics of wartime Japanese censorship, this study takes two approaches.
First, censorship records published annually and monthly from 1937 to 1940 were examined to find
out what kinds of administrative sanctions were imposed on two Korean private newspapers, Dong-A
Ilbo and Chosun llbo. ‘Seizure’, ‘Erasure’, and ‘Attention’ were the typical administrative sanctions

* This work was supported by the 2021 Far East University Research Grant(FEU2021R21). (o] 7=
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inflicted by the Japanese censorship bureau. After that, newspaper pages carrying sanctioned articles
were collected and analyzed to identify how these administrative dispositions were actually reflected
in the articles of Korean private newspapers. In doing so, this study attempted to figure out Japanese
censors’ main concerns about Korean private newspapers during the Sino-Japanese war.

The Sino-Japanese war was the first modern war in which the Koreans were systematically mobilized.
Imperial Japan wanted to move people in Korea more efficiently by controlling Korean private
newspapers. As a result, the conduct of Japanese censorship on Korean private newspapers became
more fortified and elaborate because of the unusual circumstance of war. During this period, the
number of seizures, the administrative disposition based on substantive laws, was decreased on the
one hand. Howerver, erasures and attentions, the expedient means of prior warning, were increased
remarkably on the other hand.

Keywords: Japanese censorship, Korean private newspapers, Sino-Japanese war, The summary of
Chosun Publication Police. The Monthly Report of Chosun Publication Police
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Table 1. The Number of Prohibition(Z£1t) on Newspaper Articles from 1937 to 1940

Reason
Disturbing Public| Requirement for | Connection with Others Total
Peace Investigation Military
Request Request Request Request Request
from |[Needin| from |Needin| from |Needin| from |[Needin| from |Need in
other | Korea | other | Korea | other | Korea | other | Korea | other | Korea
Office Office Office Office Office
1937 3 1 3 1
1938 1 1
Ban
1939 1 5 6
1940 | 10 1 1
1937 | 17 17 4 17 5 8 1 42 27
) 1938 | 15 9 9 7 10 3 35 28
Warning
1939 5 15 3 5 8 1 23 24
1940 | 29 5 1 9 1 31 15
1937 3 2 26 4 29 6
) 1938 | 11 1 1 38 10 2 1 52 22
Attention
1939 4 8 2 4 1 2 15 8 32 22
1940 | 20 5 3 4 5 29 8
1937 1 2 1
) ) 1938
Discussion
1939 1 1
1940 1 1
1937 | 27 12 16 5 4 47 10
1938 | 25 19 6 9 42 18 12 8 85 54
Release
1939 2 2 2 2 24 17 28 22
1940 | M 7 3 40 2 1 57 13

Recomposed from The summary of Chosun Publication Police (pp. 43~45) by The Book Department, 1941.
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Table 2. The Number of Seized Articles on Korean Private Newspapers from 1930 to 1934

Dong-A llbo Chosun llbo

1930 | 1931 | 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1930 | 1931 | 1932 | 1933 | 1934
Jan. 9 4 1 4 1 4
Feb. 4 1 1 2 3 1 2
Mear. 2 1 1
Apr. 1 1 1 1 3 2
May 1 2 2 1 2
Jun. 1 1 2 1 2
Jul. 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Aug. 2 1 1
Sep. 1 5 1 2 1
Oct. 1 1 1 1 1
Nov. 1 1 1 1 1
Dec. 2 3 2 1

Recomposed from The summary of Chosun Publication Police (pp. 86-87) by The Book Department, 1935.
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Table 3 The Number of Administrative Dispositions on Korean Newspapers from July 1937 to
November 1938

Disturbing Public Peace Disturbing Morals
Seizure Erasure Attention Seizure Erasure Attention
Jul. 1937 2 6 1 9
Aug. 1937 4 7 2 13
Jan. 19386) 1 8 1 10
Feb. 1938 1 8 3 12
Mar. 1938 2 6 5 13
Apr. 1938 3 5 3 "
May 1938 1 10 "
Jun. 1938 2 5 4 "
Jul. 1938 2 17 4 23
Aug. 1938 1 8 3 12
Sep. 1938 1 10 1 12
Oct. 1938 1 1 2
Nov. 1938 1 1 2 4

From The Monthly Report of Chosun Publication Police by The Book Department, published from August
1937 to December 1938.
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