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Exploring Journalism Ethics in the Post-Truth Era
using the Concept of Ontological Truth*

Hyoungil Joo**

(Professor, Department of Media and Communication, Yeungnam University)

This article proposes to approach the ethics of journalism through the concept of ontological truth.
Until now, the concept of truth as correspondence has been central to the construction of objectivist
journalism, and the concept of truth as coherence has underpinned investigative journalism. The
concept of truth as utility is the foundation on which public journalism rests. These three kinds of
truths are epistemological because they are based on the relationship between statements and
objects. Based on Heidegger's concept of truth, this article refines the concept of ontological truth by
referring to the new materialism's concept of performativity and the arguments of ontological turn.
Ontological truth presents the actor's world as the meaning-event that emerges during the actor's
interaction with other actors. Ontological truth is how an entity reveals itself through events. The
journalistic ecosystem is where different media with different truths collide, translate and coexist. The
fact that each journalistic medium has its truth means that each medium creates its meaning-event to
build its world. It is not that there are many opinions with various views on one event, but that there
are various events with multiple meanings. The meanings-events of individual media, that is, the
truths of individual media, are different. There is no absolute truth that all journalistic media must
admit. No truth or world can be agreed upon or shared through discussion. The journalistic ecosystem
is not a universe but a multiverse. In this situation, the core of the ethical attitude that the individual
journalistic media should adopt is not to be disconnected from other media and to try to translate the
truth of other media. Each medium should always connect with other actors to reveal their
meanings-events and translate the meanings-events of other media. The meaning-event is not fixed,
but fluid. It continues to change within the interaction between the actors. If the meaning-event is

* This work was supported by the 2022 Yeungnam University Research Grant(©] ¢175= 2022:d% Jydt)
Sl Sdradulol ot 210).

** spdm@yumail . ac.kr

EMEA Mo S8t ZAE-TIM Altjo| 92| B2 BT i 31


https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.20879/kjjcs.2022.66.6.002&domain=http://journal.comm.or.kr/&uri_scheme=http:&cm_version=v1.5

fluid, so is its translation. In the permanent interaction with the actors, the individual journalistic
medium reveals itself as a phenomenon, creating both event and meaning. The ontological truth is
thus neither a goal for journalism to pursue nor a standard by which to determine whether journalism
is appropriate. It is the basis that enables journalism and the place where the existence of journalism is
revealed. The journalistic media must continue to strive to maintain homeostasis in the journalistic
ecosystem. They must build relationships with other media and audiences. They should strive to
translate and understand the truths of other media. This is the ethical attitude that journalism should
have.

Keywords: ontological truth, journalism ethics, objectivity, aletheia, performativity
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olahE F7] S1ah FkAel AeE el FwlelA glol, A FoFel EAlolck
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HIRE Z10]aL AL Si=thd Alo] Z1E B A7) 22 HjelkE Aojehar wekth o Aol

gk et ZMel] gk Ajme IS ARG ARES steldlA
(Heidegger) oIt} sloldlA= Ae] =ejdoled yell A Ay, o whEr
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(legacy media) = 2] HIAAIA O] AfEal JPElo|al FAARI WA 0% Jraof AW
5 AL fresich teiet A AR Bl tHE vESIAR Adso] gl Zixt vESA
QbellA o] gataL the RS AANHA EEAA] AAE 7R ARIS Wit o]9k
S4e SR A g A2 Al AEelM =38 (performativity) D 7ol #-8-s)
Al AR 7 ek

v} (Barad, 2003)0] wEw, RE ZAlE vked] W24 A8 Ba) AEE o]
opg} E4-9#% 2H (material-discursive practices)S Ed) E23ldc}. dusid o

7 Ao ) e 2 SV A Sl 0] ol 9317 4209 Ak e
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il

A, PEARL PEE = A} Alole] el Ak etk B Sl WA olRA= Aol
I PAE olFE 8AES wE EAlK el 54 Uiy o] SR Ad

wf Xfo|7} vi= el gt o] ‘e Haks Fal Al
AT} TR UFA ARrle] Bers =8tk Barad, 2003, pp. 815-817).
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= 71 FRAE S Bo) S 1A ujolth, B} shachd we] F4) B, 5 BYE
PHIF: 59 S5 YA B T S A el e A
2 5o Wom melunl ofdl BA-HEA APL vim WS Aug ol Aol

t}. o] ZAIE dAsl7] S5l a9k o] upE AR oe] Fofuh, AR sRe] ARk 11 AR gl ©f

A Qrks Foltt. ARk o] XA ¢F2 HHA ARS ‘?iﬁoph 53] ofe]9w FHH *P‘EE*L‘&
She 7IARe Zohiy] ofgithe HollA] ARdTL 7o) 2 A AE&EdA 7y AkE FAE s
B3-S 4] Fe

7) Fde 92~%l(John L. Austin)olA Al&sl dlglth(Jacques Derrida), E3129} 71812 (Gilles Deleuze &
Félix Guattari), ZFF=(Bruno Latour), WME#(Judith Butler)9} 2 ska}Ee] F4& A nlgk=(Karen
Barad) 59| AFEEA] dnUsol o|271704] ofg] olellA] thkel w2 AME] 3 Q)= §A] ] ol )
dolr}, of7elxls & vlgh=e] AEEA A vet Al dS ARSI R gl
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: ]
Sket. 7149 viRKE 9, 1970 dth 717 sl AR, 1987d 69 4, 2011 S

UAE ESA el = S8kl v 2t ofofA|aL ARl 7 dRolehs &

e 1AL ARIS) ol T AiEs} Ko (s e el A

8) YOI AL PR e SEHOR fAlShAA AESE SIS Svigel. e el wsltleke
ARAE U 8o5e) Tl sl T1Ee] JelE AN QrRom AEsta g A dEE B,
HEY B0] Waltleke W 2450 wAS 2ushA rgAel JuE SIS Pk AR sl 873
e oz Tuze] Peig 2ASPIE sk HEd Bo] Wil weh Euze] Uge 2w Ak 34
7 79] 2R wske G 280) A S A S0 sl A RS Helt #3e) Wbt At
A7 AN G 20l ek 8 QR Aok e



S 7h
91

=

L.

}

pud

]

T, thA]

o] FAs} tho]

5 gl A A
=

S

Ao} o

BN
=

]

%
o] o]} <t A kol ok

o] ofu] gl 71414
A

o] ojle} @
=

]

2
g o
2

U

S

g
Al

o} vk gl 2

P ol

I3

1%

=10

3914 o]

(Barad, 2003, p. 819). i
d Al

=

H=% 1 27
©

i=zA
T
el
o}
= gy

i

Z
Tl

Fe Aole

]

A
=

I3

q
= A= olm Akl o

SH|

o

=2
o

j=3
hui

=

s

R T
o = - X
%@%4@
E_t%autﬂ
@A W
o o mw g’ &e
N’
ﬂuWe]OﬂWﬂL
‘m%ZL,NeT_.oiL
Mﬂ‘m&ﬂLﬂHmﬁf
o) WoORT O
o E W s N
F TR mEm
do o WUl o
I

or O —_ ~) o

= o W
n_rtmﬁﬁﬂo#a
K
7wr.m@1%@
PéWoS E O OH
- o N R
W%ﬁmrﬁ
- X g~
TR )
@QEEATZW
@ﬂ ﬁ@z

‘Ulﬂ olJ
X o i
2

s
HH A
=
Zo]
!
=
=

A
A7t 7R Tt
=
g}/k
o}

2020).
5
%)
=

|

o] 7o)

PV it
|5 B o2 51

T

ke)
il

ah= 23] =2l

5
A

) et
7 2

o

do2]4] BleE 71 7] AERE

ol o

=

=
S

ol 2l
\__8.

Fe o

el 7ML Al

ollM BApH 7P

(¢]

]

h= Alolr] &

}___

QA

O/\}_
NS

S

LN
=
=4

o] =4

=

Folghz o= 7Pl Tk 82 WA

A=
L

=0

=1
A
ar
941:]

p

s

.

p

)
WSk & 9lrk

]O
=8
e

Z
& A

]

A7) 3]

Fh= 839 A7} AR 2] Al 2k

Gl

P9
‘X
%]

14

o

-
L
=
il
3L

w3, 2021, 68-75%). ©]
o

aE7)q

o]
A

0



IO S To® F318] Ailue WATHE ol e e Tl A3s] S5

S she] s Ao A A dEolg %—XH A 3}71] .

F'O‘[
ﬂ?’
Py
o,
o
i
=
>
A
oy

o] oftle} ofe] ARA 7 elrfso] Fdh Alfolel vl 523} &0l Heolek= ¥ 74 ol
7} N FEaRA ol st Walo] T U ks A3l S Zo] ohr). sEomAle]
5} gRimAe] o) 22t EAlelol, EREAe] Altolsl o) ARemAel Aol 47}
Aot Aole), 2mAe] Affolel o) oA Aol Mz T Aol &8k Al

7 elmjol s Ao]e), ol QIAsHA ulE T A7) Alole] ARUAIe] ZFsaIc)
sfje] Azt msu ol QS WAL el the e 74&1% st o] o
ﬁ

NE

I

5 lok she 2% otk T o] Zikel AL A Sl WA H s=
Pl Qg Molck lEe FEE EARH S 7R WAEe] AR thin JEatEshe

Fdolehs wlal Q1 o] e, /i o] Felxs v 5
& 7oAt e Fell deiloR & Fd 7k 5 gl A e
TRz 2 A gk TR AZfo] ozt the Al gke] TR Azolt). of5e] 22 A

52 SI=EQIEEE 663 6% (20224 128)



87 Q1o skl Az sl olalslolol ik, o}g Slsht Mol Agto] Basit, 7
2 ARl Tk the o] 5k Foleh o= olzlo] B S ASVFE b
How JEAgo] oA, AR ThE AL 7 Sl whks Aoleh elele] 9 et
= QIo}g A19] ol Wejhs WA 0% TR Go] ol ROk, b ABS] AR 7 o
vk ks Eal ofslelof & The Relek 41 Qo] sle] AR EAlska AEE

|

F

e
ﬂl{ﬂ
filo
bl
o
>
2
rlo
r'O
)
B
=
o
)
O:lo(:,"
=
_>1i
>~
=
S
L

g
E
@
S
0
_t
f
g
mﬁ
o
2
o
L
>
fl
1
O
H
g
ek
>
%0,
k1
dhu
‘z
18
o

oA} = 3&013}.

Elle] whe Wddsl= 91 dlol8l=(Davidson) ©] WA )] =] (Principle of
Charity) & B8= gtk %27k @4 Sohs BR1e] 22 Wsh] Slelie ¢4 dopde]
o] ZAlelgkar 7Fgaliok sHeHDavidson, 2001, p. 197)9). ElQ1e] W& Zdolelar 7t
that A 2]zt 19 o] 2ldolek= Al soshs A op. HloHlze] A4 g5o] B
Q18] e WYeh= ol L ol Fesl] fIaikE ofet L TS olsfslr] flaiAeltt
(Davidson, 2001, p. XIX).
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