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Can Socially Critical 'K-Content' Change the World?
The Divided Signs of <Sky Castle> <Parasite> and <Squid Game>
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This study carefully examined the texts of "Sky Castle," "Parasite," and "Squid Game," which
garnered positive reviews while expressing critical viewpoints and discourses on inequality, unfairness,
and injustice in contemporary Korean society. \We looked at how tense, conflicting, or convoluted the
resistance symbols of socially critical pop culture contents are as well as how they function as products
of the post-capitalist cultural industry. In particular, it was hoped to demonstrate how text's resistance
and the dominating need for intertext resulted in mutual contradiction and conflict, leading to
"divided symbols" by examining text-related advertisements and intertexts such as products, events,
and media platforms together.

Specifically, in the case of <Sky Castle>, the text harshly criticizes inhuman competition and unfairness
in Korean education system, but the inter-texts such as advertisements and PPL, products show rather
yielding to the current absurd educational system and ironically promoting it. <Parasite> realistically
reproduced the harsh daily lives of the lower classes and expressed a sense of problem with the class
gap through the hierarchy of space, but once again it dramatically visualized the profound class gap
and inequality of capitalism with the award of the US Academy Awards accompanied by
conglomerates, sponsored the film. <Squid Game> also allegorically reveals the murderous
competition of the ‘winner-takes-all’ system and the deceitfulness of neoliberal freedom and fairness.
At the same time, on the Netflix media platform, the governing ideology is reproduced in a
self-reproducing manner through cheers for the top ranking and the ambivalence of autonomy and
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closure in recommendation algorithms.

As a result, texts that address numerous social problems and structural concerns and feature
discourses of resistance could be considered to be the main form of socially critical popular cultural
contents (signifier). However, at the secondary stage of signification, this text (the sign) is
incorporated into the intertext as a new signifier, is entangled with other intertexts that have been
subsumed or given up to the demands of the capitalist culture industry and the dominant ideology
present in that context, and is ultimately divided. The analysis shows a glimpse of capitalism's evolving
mythos and recuperation technique from the polarizing nature of this socially critical popular culture,
which can also result in discursive differences in contemporary Korean society. Therefore, it's
necessary to develop more sophisticated, creative critical thinking, insight, and imagination so that we
can produce pop culture more independently and purge it of concealed ideologies.

Keywords: Sky Castle, Parasite, Squid Game, intertextuality, semiotics
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el ARSTR|TA] K-Rl20] A3 tistet oldle 2] Al el kg Srlee- 4

TS W) OisEste] e dsh S4do) tise] wA 1A FAA s 7=
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Hl&27]9} o4 2 ALY AaEdl Ui 905 AA defo gk jehe vk B
Ao FEleh= Axp Vo E FrHESA, 2022). ©] 1 g digest ke dee 1
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g3 olgA, ol S tiA o 99t FRES TEE WHH APk nlaE e
B A% SickeliEg, 2021).

BE o] 22 @S AL AAH o ofe] sjAo] 7hssi, A AeAe A the
s}e] gafo] Ri=A] 2P0 AL Bl AA] alEa} 712 Wk olof|= Zlo] ohds W
sk} efu QI7ke] whgolu HiEe] HEEE R ko) e F Sk Agls]o] AL
THEFeRE Alo] ofet Al FA (social totality) olebs FAIA1 WEt iellA 7|5k
A4 AAlY] Il dX) HEe] AAE ThEoaL B AR dAd| o5l AA=7E g
CHE-6A, 2010, 60%). web 2 1= ARSI disist glEl] £/go] gk ALS]¢]
o] Y 2} of g A| e Aksi on|e} Asks skl QA HlEA o R ks
B A} g,

olF $f3l o] 7= YES] Qb vl S HIAECL JTHEINE Ao|o|A] EEehks 75
£ &3l ARJHIEA mive] ZRlz7} F9shs Ag slAIRU ] Z4d dHlE ARt g
A HAEA (intertextuality) & "BE HIAEE= HIEA] U HIAEETLS] Aol S3)jy]
w olsh s YA E A o] FAFE Ao, F drEs) B Ao
o ZAlslh= PAK 2 A4S ek Fiske, 1996/2006, p. 235). ©] A= tiEs
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tlsslell et 71 vIgARl =oe) 8 4 gl EgaFaEsule] A= dieEsl] ofd
=w7|7F o8 A FA|9] S HRETE, ol SA| WA Al A0 A alnbA e A9
How Zo|Q=T}, ‘o] HlFH 7Tee 8] et 5] WAl S THItH g
7, 2018, 206%). A o= ofieEies} FEIstolr= (Alge] T (1947))olA Eahit
HES ARSI AHEFe] A9 disstsks 23K (Culture Industry) ol2h= 8o]= of
A=, o= tis AR o ZHE AP o= dojut sl Wgdl(popular art) ©l2R=E &
44 ook qhEs] tdheesht A8 A o Al ekl flait olee
walksdell tisl "t viA7E ©e3] A business)” ©l9lelliE oFF AR ofEls AR o}
of gk ] u] 159 30 & whEolyl Sl |ES Al o|dl& Ry ARSEIT oL =
H3lA v)#HAdorno & Horkheimer, 1947/2001, 184%).

of2i9} s aIsioln7t & wf SIS Aol tigh A Aol AujEE 7]ht
o= 7)zo] Ao ik FAEE Atk 7R Z2EE A QLo 11 ZFe] FulE avE
a7} REEolA)= =8 arele] AAlo|t). 5 71 heldolst Xufe] g AR EE A
o]t Adorno & Horkheimer, 1947/2001, 185%). olejgt waliigle] Aba-2 dixoR

AlBH A K-2EHIX = AMS HRE 5 U717 311



gs}, gws), SASHE $E T =
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FAVPE rleEo] JARE 1218 e TRl 0w wiU ] FehA| b7 SlsiAet o]
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(Adorno & Horkheimer, 1947/2002, 193%). © <
PILERA, S5 Ads F571aL Ade 27 Sl o8]l Avk(Adorno &
Horkheimer, 1947/2002, 215%). A= Q2] of&alla== a2 A4 S ofvlshe A
25E 9] ge] Har vl Adorno & Horkheimer, 1947/2002, 219%5).
oA op=Eis} T EIslen7} Tk sl Oﬂﬂ‘/‘r A0 7he s HATA
oF= - B Ql Adolth (A, 2015, 51%). 150 whzZd “gFo] ooz (5 Al
Holl AP wzx} 23 78 2 AP 7EEAE ot @ Adlel] el tdiF
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ol HFAS dAEATlae Ve AAE AERISHAdormo &  Horkheimer,
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o] Aake] olaS 518kt 28sp AgHE el Mk AsekeE A AL, e AR

312 SHEQIESE 663 6% (20224 128)
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07 gigels Hale Al A, FdA 0l I ARl vlke] Bt whA H= Flolt,

T ofe e} TEAslolue] FIMIYES tieielyt Ao ATl A
Ape] i=glof] EEEofglri= oA Euietar ol7| wiitel v ZAH SHe] gl Al AR
oltioldht, 2010, 56%). &, EsPIsiel il AAle] g3k, 7iklely diss
Blo]] oFFA A glo] EAE|o) 11 AlE =2lS Artehs A FAlEt Boks njes
HR=t} 5 A oldl &2 7|7} o] wrholu FER Glo] AujAlEe] o]ojt HlEgle] Ajy]
of qlthaL 7slE s, tisEst Solx] Eefules oldl&Rr |9 Hid A4S S50 A
ShA] Sk A4 Qlrk(olzkE, 1998, 181%).

gk, ety el ePIglEvhs g tieasts i os g4 o vt
a4 Az AAl] Mg = A FEEAC 7FsAS 7dske #E it o
AR (STFaL1947)) oA thseshs Aok Aldde] FAsh= 49, 5 Akt
ZH]7} %Eﬂd% |31 ool 8-tk A WHR o] Yoo Brk(el e, 2015, 161
%), TIRARE ol AMRe] 5 AHshs H HARY S v, siARY S AuiAE
HEE2] ARt FE Ao A 5 Qe A A A EYA A ofv]
SHoH(o17E, 1998, 181-182%). “1hAlell w2 2Jul] AlFe] oot} 2ol = Bafal the
Gelof AlgA Qbgo] o]FofA|aL Q= ol T AlEo] dxe] HeTxe] 7Ex|¢)
A, b ouES AP 0= A|xJslaL gl7] wiEelth, ThA] WalH AREEele] AJuf
FAIAFER Slofa AR FAel] Selsh= Zlo] ARale] ool Fgtehtal s J8ks
homH o] Folxit= Aotk (7, 2018, 90%).
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g2 7FsA3E sk A A= FrHAIE, 2001, 92%).

2) 7159} Mg} HIAEQL MSHIAEO| OH
HEEEE (F9] A18H(1957))ellM 7279] 71538ks 88s) ofn] Aibiale] rdlwx s}

5 7198 sl olvlemy] A Al A Ak 19] AIskE 7|3 (sign) 7}
7] (signifier) 2} 719 (signified) 2] ‘A}e)4 Agfolel= Agl29] Aojgks: Sjgh Zlo= 21
s} o]l FAleke Ve AsffellA el AIIvhs HolA A2 71s3t AlA e & 4
e}, 719) AshEe) whEr, 7)1 58ke] AlLAAA 712t 7197 Adtel wheeltl Vs the
CHART A2AA A THA] Tsegh 71387 fek T1E]ar of7)el] ARSRESH 77 R AR 7
o7} Al Wk 7|3 2 Alsp) wHeeizick

vlEEsh A el B, 2 (el i) e S e 591 o] e 3]
o A57eE st 4 A< Fa) 5] A AR O A 4 gl ALAe) FEE
Apleleb 7|3k e ek F1ol} vees] A% Aeleleh. Teih the ARARIA

= 1AAI] 713 AAP7E A= 71387 B, of7)el] "xgee ek Alselele Al BE X
g0 of ] R Qlo] T =] okl FloR BARIE A, 12l Aol o
&l H]eh= AbollZls ol8ut GARFERNAl S738hs o] BR19] IR o Z53 tide] §1
Uh= Zl(Barthes, 1957/1997, 274%) ¢l2R= <u|2k8(signification)©] HalzItt. o]2A|
AEA 2R 718 5 TR Al el Alsh) nksoixitt

Ak 548 3t 58], Al Alge] 7S BaiAolar A1 TR MEAz] o R

H oHeRAA T Fasch 2 "sle) BAe v AAE DA Aol “Asks
o BE &R0l SAEAZ S8 Q9 w4 RARel BATEE QAR wy
(Barthes, 1957/1997, 333%). i, A1sh= Al ARle] F4o] s ke 15 3l Ale)
35521 ofolut ofv] QUgE ob ) Mshs e HE A Fol AlE WeA7)a 4
Aske A&e] YoM AAE Rl )= sHH(Barthes, 1957/1997, 326-327%). WA
AR Al8je) 7)550] A9A0R T AL ExsA AAw AP IekE sk

8, HREE AI8kEe] 719 AA] AlskE 2lstst sk Zlolltk Allen, 2003/2006, 88%).
B, 3] vl e SR, viede Szt S e fal, o
=4 thefn|Aol] oJEke dlo| Bltxro)2] I BIAEA I ‘AT HIAEA o] TR
ZEES WA mAke] g ARl SEoldhs di7ke Aok dtk(Barthes,
Z2)"2l= 8t LA s 10 BlAERY ulaw AEHo T HAE”)
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oS ARk Jetld ARe] AShs HlEA AL, oR] FAE S AES th 2

=210 FAA ANSlell whe} el ] ofu|7t AL gt BlmEo] Akl ofsfellx] FAt

o] 27 Ao R BAE| 1 05 | YnER Foksh ou]o] S 3E 5 9l
o] &= Zloltk,

o] 72 HlZE9 HAERL (AHrle] £2(1968))2] thy 4 HAEE THES 3l
240l & ¢l8Ee] otk Barthes, 1973/2002, 32%)", 1e]al (Aol HAER
(1971))9] g<1 "HmE= 1710 afo] Sofxfut Al = drh. 1 FA1E USR] ZlolA]
g M 0% Q18 ANE, Mol ER AojIt Barthes, 1973/2002, 42%)" FollA & =
Pt} AR 289 wolgly BIAELE RE HAES] sololn] Exlr) 1 Zofa] A2
o7 ouE Azt 4= Qlriy, PAH o R HrES] APk} S Aul) o]dl &7 ?ﬂ?‘%}ékt—
Y17 5= Qlrk o] Il A 7] RlEE= g o] Hl&=7 %] 71l A H*W
& el FEARFEA ] A B3 oluleE|E fSlskaL, dlvleh, sk %
HIZE 708 skt ek A, 2018, 24%).

e olelgh Ad 7)3Ee] FRHE Auid Alzsle] HERA Aol ol dwlEA] Al
= = 9lon Ax A2l 39 (recuperation)® 7FsAS AAR 3 Aolghi= S FESH
A, 2018, 26%). HIEES (HIXAEL] SAR(1983))elA et 2 355
T, Za g Al lojd Welehm "gofal= 21t Fele] de] B A Aloell= ARl A
2|7} 9] whe'olgkar 2| &eH Barthes, 1973/2002, 102-103%). ©
SEREY T HIE 27] Alskze] HlEl] BlxEe] A 7hsAdS AEstal Qs s
Bl olefg A3o] 3|4 79 Tl 7xlE AlsH 78 o A8 4 ok e AAlet
I JUHAAIA, 2018, 9%).

A vl2E|A| 7|5 A o]l ]9] AolHAE Aaks FeF #Ee] 7S A
W ZlolH], T o] e o] 35 = gl ARIsksle] Ay, 2 Aul
SR SRIOIATHAAIA, 2018, 34%) . 12 HlEE: AglEe] njws]
71802 35El= dAe HA Bk A PIRAR vlgks AR A2 7|88

“oA| M5-S Hrt He|7pA] ofFolof slal 7]gEoe] ope} dRHO R V]ET}
U2 sho R 718 ope) 7159 #hd Al S ela Al=slof gt 27} 7]1&
el 15 5 gl 9l 285 Do|ti(Barthes, 1981/2006, 112%).”
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3) (HEREI0| ‘R Sajli= HAE ABEAE

— =1

A]—QEJ]}\E/HO I:}-OEG]— u}ﬂ o= z%o g 319“]4, 1 Hds,q O_Iﬂ/\] ‘%% o u]g] /KO}:QE‘_EJ]}\EAT_E}.

e ofule] AeErEA o S 4 vk &, ATEAEA S AISke] aellA
A7} e BIAES Alolo] TR dHAs) gk om olashs Ao} 7)o dxb w3}
Al 590 e Bolee] BAA, ARREs] et 2 8714 F6lA el olsiehs 7
o o] FE 2007, 31%). TAFoR AxF= & HIAE ol sh 3L oy BliE
7F AR o AT uf o5 Alole] A AT EIREA e} Btk o] - EEmE o]}

Aok WAE Tl WS i ASEAEA (dEAoR 183 o FREd A mAE
BIZEdfe] PAS AR SolsElEA (Fed, Y S) o= LT (EEA], 2016,
93-98%).

e
o, o] e WA oJrlel s R A /el Yl HAES] RS A B
ol Tt o] AZ AL Pt ek pA] Qo o]E arefs sletsiof dtal e,
HEo] AZE ofur} BlAEE Alojo] P B HlEk AR Bt Yol A5e
SEAS G e U] 3} ol ASR) S8 el R AR slow
a1t k(o3 2007, 35-374).

ofelat RulollA] FEe e e A BEr} e diEst 54 Yo P YE
S TP, olF g5k Afeh ISl BRI ARIA V1T, Fe THAE Aol

A B o ke AERe A, e B0 FAkE k) (4ol £

A7
K0 AP A 5. 5. 5 A5 S S5-I A A
225 AT S A ASEAEAOR ol 3t

oA ATEAEAS Belo] WSl 1 el o] e Selulst gt oiE
535} Jelow A3 ol vlA(Fiske) = "] e] lnks ATHAEA, T ol

Qello] g APAIES) B ABS PRk D s Heoly si5u7] kel
2ol Teltk(Fiske, 1996/2006, 298%). ofd MtojlA] 9]l2T= deu|dS E8l4 o= 4]
3 ) weme] Al 7K 45531 5 Alele] WA TR A e A WAk de)
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spie) 1A BlER ofi= A Alg] el g tomA] Eshilgll 1 el ofe) ke
th WA EIRE] B19] R of7lell= &, el A, AR, v, =9 Fo] X3k
1, ORI E2 12 HRES] A ofvlEe] st = 8Atst sl ofel 150 wakE F
AL DS el e 718 ARt HIRES] Al iR 52 APIARE 2wt

Wshz dlzeR T2 o] i thsjeh WSt oje} o R, aE, Ado] A
oAbl o)z 'elldellr sk 2ElRlell Agsks Zle with(Fiske,
1996/2006, 300-301%).

o] S Frel AR tiSs) YaEl] S4u IS adel| fls) (7ol
=), %), (Aol Ahel 92ES ENels, 14} elEs} vt gaist 5, 2E
vlee] SPE, AR vAIE, ofHlE, B Bl H]Y Jelan R 84 iS50 AdeE s
ES 3 a9l 4 e Al BiRES AR ol ofee] 2016 e
oM AlRAEEle] 7S s} oAt Fb o ke off v et FHl= 5 3
ARRle] A et Fele AR v Sule] oM E 2 S e 2]
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Figure 1. The ‘Division Sign’ Constructed by Borrowing Barth’s Semiotics
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Table 1. The Divisive Structure of Social-Critical Popular Culture Texts
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Sl =gk, eresks] 214 ool A A3 HlEl) A EIAETL SEE 7|t ok
17 1518 BrFedt dolth HlEEL: "ou o152 A4 o]dl&ey|ZRE Atk 1A}
Q= HAES 9t e A FRSE MR gl Bole] IRES glaks Al0]
Zhar etk Barthes, 1973/2002, 80%). o] WEy, Bl~El= Zale] T2 AQ 7 &)

o] ITHARE olgte] olule |9k A, TEla FAE XTI 1R BE et o)A
2 e TS wsks gl |RekE, E7REAR] HlmES] TAkE Qs 1 &
oA A= 2lske Faefar walld o] Aol gk ofw] wEls vks J 97t olrk

e R Gasislshs Aaa) vk WISk ks Al o] E3lol] s o

7HA] WS njgke] Akt A WALE Al WSl e o] E ? k& Zlo|th(Allen,
2003/2006, 97%). o1& 93l 9= HI7AIskE AL ofn] Hoje] H
Ak olef] A4, FskEl= Zlo] ope}, Alsisiel Brlsislt AR BRkH oR 11slal 2+

Tk A ol Aol 1R olle R0 28-S HEolRE EE HITH] Aok S
S BAEjok g}, TE]al HIE AR Yl G2gollA] Qbskar olsrek Al Tl Blo] ofy
2}, AlElRe] A HRE Asea WEA ANS mRe AR, gXAAY e
ujeo} s},

oW "G A Al ARslel #aF R o] RS A HARE wEe] Ui,

5 TR SHA AP lelA] RS Q1R Ee] 7S SiES AR ARSIA ARle] xR
Al B Hall, 1980/2015, 421%). S8l 21 44 Ar]ehs Zlo] F1A] Atz 7] &
Sl o5 QI1H R 7|38E = glom, #3te] A wAA|7} o DA sjx] 8 A 7]
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