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Gender Politics in Television Dramas: Daily Subjects to the Realm of
Fantasy*

Young-Hee Chung**

(Research Fellow, Research Institute for Information & Culture, Korea University)

This study analyzed how the existing gender stereotypes are being used in television fantasy dramas.
For the study, the ontological characteristics of imaginary characters in television fantasy dramas and
the relationships and roles between characters were analyzed. The analysis subjects were selected
from TV fantasy dramas with high ratings from 2010 to 2022. In particular, the focus was on dramas
using the ‘person’ fantasy story. Text analysis was used as a research method, and the analysis
focused on the relationship and roles between the main character and the characters among the
various components of the text. The reason is that the ultimate value pursued by the drama is realized
through the hero or heroine. As a result of the analysis, it was concluded that gender stereotypes,
which have been implemented and criticized in TV dramas based on daily life, are being reproduced in
the imaginary characters of TV dramas under the name of fantasy. The reasons for leaving the
domain, the ultimate goal, the capacity to adjust to a new environment, the use of superpowers, and
the circumstances in which identity is disclosed varied by gender in the case of the transcendent who
is close to God. In the case of the middleman between humans and the transcendent, despite the
ontological similarities, there were gender differences in the beginning of suffering, the purpose of
life, and the way of obtaining salvation. In the case of human psychics, women had in common the
image of a young woman who was cute, pleasant, lively, and clumsy, and male psychics had different
relationships with women according to their age. Despite the fact that they are all psychic, men and
women were ontologically distinct from one another in terms of the traits of the characters
themselves, the beginning and goal of the adventure, and the ability to control the situation. As a

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea and the National
Research Foundation of Korea(¢] =2 2019 ishila wsie} shad-taeke] 2|9 ol 8 A
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result, the roles that each gender played in the romance partner relationship were also different. This
fantasy character's portrayal can be understood as an example of the stereotypical gender binary that
has been employed in popular culture to express heterosexual relationships. Previously repressed and
marginalized, non-human creatures like werewolves, nine-tailed foxes, ghosts, and ghosts are
increasingly growing the cast of characters in fantasy dramas. With the indulgence of the unreal,
impractical, and non-routine, the expanded imaginary character created a space where prejudice and
inequality that have been operating in human stories can naturally hide in the drama. It's interesting
to note that, compared to humanoid superhumans, transcendent entities closer to God showed more
pronounced gender preconceptions. It was determined that gender politics in television dramas served
as a veil, drawing viewers' attention away from the characters' real lives and into the fantasy realm.

Keywords: television fantasy drama, gender stereotype, text analysis, character analysis, feminism
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Table 1. The Dramas to Be Analyzed and the Fantasy Flements of the Main Character

Main Character Terrestrial Broadcasting Channels Cable, Colmlarehenswe Programming
Dramas Television Channel Dramas
My Love From Guardian-The Kim
Male the Star Do Min-joon Lonely and Great Shin(goblin
Non- (2013, SBS, (alien) God el ﬁuman'>
human 28.1%) (2016, N, 205) | °
Being The Legend of Jan
Psychic Female Blue Sea Sim Cheong Hotel Del Luna Man-w |<g host
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21.0) once human)
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| Can Hear Your ) Park
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Psychic A Girl Who Sees .Oh . Strong Woman Bong-soon(with
Smells20) Cho-rim(with ) )
Female . DoBongSoon the incredibly
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) power)

* Highest audience rating (based on Nielsen Korea s nationwide ratings)
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