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An Investigation of Format and Quality of Curating Journalism

Disseminated on Social Media
Focusing on <Insight> and <Wikitree> on Instagram

Chaerim Park*
(Ph.D. Candidate, School of Media and Communication, Korea University)
Youngmin Yoon**

(Professor, School of Media and Communication, Korea University)

The practice of curating journalism, encompassing the selection, processing, and organization of
material into novel formats, has gained prominence alongside the increasing impact of social media.
The curating news disseminated on social media was anticipated to address the shortcomings of
oversimplified, unbiased reporting and biased journalism in traditional media by offering a more
comprehensive and impartial news experience. This would be achieved by ongoing strategic planning
and restructuring of news content sourced from various media platforms. Nevertheless, this
phenomenon frequently disregards copyright laws as it centers on the act of replicating news articles
from established media sources. Furthermore, younger users perceive these replicated articles as both
valuable and reliable. They are also unable to distinguish the difference between curating news and
traditional news, criticize the overall mainstream media and reporting practices based on the quality of
curating news, and even distrust the news produced by traditional news media. Consequently, the
significance of curating news is confronted with a socially obscure actuality, thereby necessitating an
evaluation of its present state, identification of its challenges and constraints, and the formulation of
potential avenues and alternative remedies. Hence, this research investigates the attributes associated
with the curating news on social media platforms, specifically focusing on the aspects of content and
formality. Additionally, it undertakes an assessment of the quality of curating news by evaluating its
fairness and depth. To this end, a content analysis was conducted on the news posts from <Insight>
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and <Wikitree> on Instagram. The findings were as follows. In terms of content, curating news
prioritized timeliness, proximity, and interest as news values with a primary focus on culture-related
topics such as broadcasting, entertainment, and sports, with a strong tendency toward soft news. In
terms of formality, the news reports predominantly employed inverted pyramid structures and straight
news. Notably, most of the news was based on publicly disclosed information. In terms of fairness,
curating news typically cited an average of 1.22 sources, with other media reports being the most
commonly referenced source types. Moreover, over half of the curating news had a single viewpoint,
and the Herfindahl-Hirschman index showed a concentration of coverage on specific topics. In terms
of depth, curating news mainly offered an analysis of the process and result of events but often
lacked the provision of cause and prospect on the issues, leading event-centered news to prevail.
Furthermore, despite the higher prevalence of transparent sources compared to anonymous sources,
the news articles seldom included justifications or rationales for the utilization of anonymous sources.
Therefore, the aforementioned findings indicate that the practice of selectively curating news content
on social media platforms and the utilization of attention-grabbing news stories to engage users may
result in a detrimental loop that undermines the value of journalism. If curating news is carried out by
thoughtless duplication, it will ultimately result in ‘predatory news' practices. To enhance its standing
in the field of journalism, it is important to explore resolutions at a more intricate level encompassing
production, dissemination, and consumption.

Keywords: Curating News, Social Media, Content Analysis, News Format, News Quality
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g3z 7ol i Aqrlrts A3 04?(—@%'34] 9], 2011; S0l 29013, 2017; AR
A 2012)E Fus), & R i /RS FEICH(Table 1) 32). oluj 97h9)
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Table 1. Qperational Definitions of News Values in Curating News

Variables Definition
L An assessment of how recently an event occurred, particularly focusing on news related to
Timeliness . L
events that took place or are currently developing within the past week.
. An assessment of whether news involves socially prominent individuals or locations,
Prominence :
covering news related to such people or places.
An assessment of whether the events mentioned in the news affect a large number of
Impact X L .
audience and reader or have a high intensity.
An assessment of whether the news conveys information that people need for real-life
Usefulness oo . . ) .
situations, focusing on providing useful information.
Conflict An assessment of whether an event involves violence, clashes, fights, or tensions between
news entities (individuals, groups, or countries), covering news related to such conflicts.
. An assessment of whether the news serves the purpose of environmental surveillance by
Negativity o . . .
monitoring and reporting negative events or accidents.
Interest An assessment of what piques the reader’s curiosity focusing on news that of low
importance but contains unique and intriguing elements, such as true stories.
An assessment of what catches the reader’s eye, typically involving news that offers
Novelty . )
something new and different.
- An assessment of how close the issue is to the reader, both physically and psychologically,
Proximity . . . ) L
often involving news about issues in close proximity to the reader.
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A8l T7he] 3 FAZ FRIH(Table 2) 32). 122 AXES 9, o] TH) WF- 5 7

R A DS Adds) g3

-

Table 2. Categories of News Topics in Curating News

Category Content
Politics The Blue House, National Assembly-Political Parties, Administration-Local
Government, Military-Defense, North-South Relations, Foreign Affairs
Society Courts, Prosecution, Police, Education, Environment, Incidents:Accidents, Defense,
Transportation, Labor, Welfare, Medical, Health, Women, Children, Crime
Securities, Finance, Real estate, Finance, Employment, Business, Retail, Consumer,
Economy )
Automotive, Industry
Culture Music:Performance-Exhibition, Broadcast-Entertainment, FilmAnimation, Sports
International International Organizations, International Conferences, International Topics
IT-Science Internet-PC, Mobile, Telecom, Game, Science
Other Food, Agriculture-Forestry-Fisheries, Mining, Life information (Shopping,
Transportation, \Weather), Tourism, Human interest (Misfortune, Success, Gossip), etc.
T
@ 744

Yo T T8 AUSRE WS T 1A(2015)3} o) 91(2015)7) ik TS
TR 2 W Ayl Dl 99, sl sle)=, el Vlebe BR. 7
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QR 2016), 2 7ol SLT Aol ks Sk Aol TSl 4K Sk
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U] el ol Ak FAle] ¥ ol AFE A3 iR 7S

A 7L ol Sshs A SRS Sk Ad A9 (Park & Min, 2019)9] &
T2 748l (Table 3)3 2] FAeS 7P FEo st & A& A3sl] 2ol &
g s ANEES GEE 29 AR rollMis 2 1A Z o 5717k F 7o) 2
S e o] e el Y 7 Wl L*Oﬂ/ﬂ A A= H o) 577k
S A eR, 3 WA Aol 87 7 T ol el dehi=A] Adetar, HA
ol 1 k& B¢ 22 Ao vl WA A7 AT
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Table 3. Categories of Types of News Sources in Curating News
Category Content

Central government (Legislature, Judiciary, Administration, Independent agency),
Local government, Public Institution:Group-Enterprise

Politicians Political party, Political group, Politician, Political candidate
Expert, Academia (Scholar, Academic organizations), Professor, Analyst, Critic,

Governments

Experts
P Consultant, Researcher, Polltaker, Lawyer, etc.
Citizens Ordinary citizen, etc.
Organizations, . _— )
9 o / Private Institution-Group-Enterprise
Institutions
Civil society

o Civic group, Interest group, Welfare group, Religious group, Foundation, etc.
organizations group, group, group, Religious group, ,

Traditional media (local and international), Internet-based media such as YouTube,
and posts on communities and social media, etc.

Other If the news source does not exist in the category

Material sources
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Table 4. Results of Inter-coder Reliability

Variables Inter-coder Reliability
Timeliness .883
Prominence 912
Impact .921
Usefulness .892
News values Conflict .862
Negativity .818
Interest .876
Novelty .978
Proximity .984
News topics .814
News characteristics .826
News structures 134
News types 746
Information forms 795
Total number of news sources 781
Types of news sources .812
Viewpoint diversity .768
News Analytics .864
News depth .868
Total number of transparent sources .819
Total number of anonymous sources .802
Explanations for anonymous sources 921
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A ek vheRe AR @4 5 old RS MElsiA R HEE ke Adshs i 7t
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Table 5. Frequency Analysis of News Values in Curating News

Variables Present (%) Absent (%)
Timeliness 86.4 13.6
Proximity 80.9 19.1
Interest 77.2 22.8
Prominence 66.9 33.1
’(\I/(\QI\A;S }/ a(l)g%; Impact 52,5 475
Negativity 285 7.5
Conflict 215 78.5
Usefulness 20.6 79.4
Novelty 8.4 91.6

Note. We analyzed each news values as a variable.
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Table 6. Frequency Analysis of News Topics and News Characteristics in Curating News

Variables %

Culture 42.9

Other 19.5

Society 18.0

Politics 8.7

News topics

International 8.0

IT-Science 1.8

Economy 1.1
Total 100.0%(N = 1,051)

Soft news 78.4

News characteristics Hard news 21.6
Total 100.0%(N = 1,051)
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Table 7. Frequency Analysis of News Structures, News Types, and Information Forms in Curating News

Variables %
Inverted pyramid 67.7
Pyramid 21.7
News structures Narrative 9.8
Other 0.8
Total 100.0%(N = 1,051)
Straight 84.8
Commentary-Analysis 135
News types
Other 1.7
Total 100.0%(N = 1,051)
Publicly disclosed information 84.3
Reproducing information 13.8
Exclusive development information 1.9
Information forms
Exclusive acquisition information 0.0
Other 0.0
Total 100.0%(N = 1,051)

3) 702 wAQ F&: 3H
(ATEA] 3)2 Felold =] 37g4S Akd Ahdn BN Ale] 5408 ol
st o, Aed 2RdelMs A A ok HA rEs, =EREA ARdedide
T v A teds 1o A, Feol® Frell 23R A Al 75 At
A3}, ué%i Fr2ooll E8H AAY S 1.22(SD = 59) el it Al 1,05170 ¢
2= k], oiFREe] s A jellA Hdf 5717119 RIS Sestar QISirt. AR L.
2, FAYo] 1749 2k 75.9%(T987M 2 71 Bkt Felo] FHAge] 27891 e
17.9%(1887), 370 2.2%(237W), 470= 0.6%(670), 570 0.3%(370) = ERdT). 3370
T2l FH Al AT

AL S B4 23 (Table 8) 35), Aba AU theh o7} 57.7%= 7t
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Table 8 Frequency Analysis of Types of News Sources in Curating News

Variable %
Material Sources 57.7
Governments 14.4
Other 8.4
Citizens 6.2
nejvép:c?ucr)ies Organizations/Institutions 5.2
Politicians 3.8
Experts 2.9
Civil society organizations 1.4
Total 100.0%(N = 1,282)

Note. We only analyzed up to five types of news sources in the order they were mentioned in the news.

27k U Aol ol gk AAgle] 14 Vel #4o] Felels) ol
S} kel ER A BAYE ATH(Table 9) ), 23] w1 7le] 80.5%(8467)
2 7P A VR AR T 3582 14.3%(15070), 534 2 5.2%(5571) o]t

Table 9. Frequency Analysis of Viewpoint Diversity in Curating News

Variable %
Completely single viewpoint 80.5
Mostly single viewpoint 14.3
Viewpoint diversity
Multiple viewpoints 5.2
Total 100.0%(N = 1,051)

Tellold o] Al veidS: HHIE AHes E9130ct (Table 6014 #4938 7F 7~
T HlE&(%) & Awsl Rt Ax, felold 7o —rXﬂ TR A9 2688.8% ekt

o vk 240l HHIZE 1,800 oldel] S9 thefdo] vhe 2o skt ol
220] A B A= ofs A Hofde AR Yt o= Ftelold vt 54 5

o] ALAIA HBFEe] FHE 77 FAIE UFA] 9L glof tleido] vike- whE Aeiele 1ol
=Lt
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Table 10. Frequency Analysis of News Analytics and News Depth in Curating News

Variables %
Process-Result 82.1
Cause+Process-Result 10.4
News analytics Process-Result+Prospect 3.9
Cause+Process-Result +Prospect 3.6
Total 100.0%(N = 1,051)
Event-centered 83.8
Analysis—centered 14.3
News depth
Other 1.9
Total 100.0%(N = 1,051)
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Table 11. Total Number of Transparent and Anonymous Sources in Curating News

Variables M(SD)
Number of transparent individual sources 0.11(0.39)
Total number of Number of transparent group sources 0.22(0.48)
transparent sources
(n=1,031) Number of transparent material sources 0.66(0.51)
Total number of transparent sources 0.98(0.54)
Number of anonymous individual sources 0.05(0.28)
Total number of Number of anonymous group sources 0.12(0.35)
anonymous sources
(n=251) Number of anonymous material sources 0.07(0.26)
Total number of anonymous sources 0.24(0.52)
nixEko 2 oy el theh ArgS AlFeh=A] #Ae AaH(Table 12) =), A
251709 9" FHA = 20.3%(5170) oM "ol AAE, AR X1 T 72 o F
Ale] B2, AP S0 Ans ATIAG 2 ARl the 7 2 B S| o] AF
H Zlo= VR oW FHAYe tigk Ardo] gl 79+ 79.7%(20071) o131k

Table 12. Frequency Analysis of Explanations for Anonymous Sources in Curating News

Variable %
Present 20.3
Explanations for Absent 297
anonymous sources
Total 100.0%(n = 251)
b Z8
B A7 W84, A ARdellA e’ o] 58S Sklehal, ] 4 s 14
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