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This study aims to examine the impact of media logic on Korean climate journalism. The study
interviews 15 climate journalists from 11 Korean media outlets. These interviewees consider the
climate crisis as an emerging area for journalism and attempt to develop an alternative journalistic
epistemology and practices appropriate for it. However, due to the overlapping influence of traditional
journalistic practices, organizational culture and structure, and resulting role perceptions, the practices
of dimate journalism tend to become similar to established ones. The conventional methods of
reporting and the organizational structures in newsrooms impede the progress of dlimate journalism.
Although some news organizations categorize climate issues as part of the environmental realm, the
interrelated nature of the challenge necessitates coverage across multiple departments. Nevertheless,
the emphasis on autonomy and independence among these departments leads to fragmented and
perhaps conflicting coverage of the same issue within a single media organization. The recently
formed climate teams in select Korean news companies have built their own distinct domain without
trespassing into the established bounds of mainstream departments inside the newsrooms. In order to
demonstrate their credibility, climate journalists endeavor to maintain scientific rigor, depend on
foreign news organizations as primary sources of information, and ultimately develop more
interpretive journalism. Their reliance on scientific sources and foreign media stems from the belief
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that objectivity and originality acquired from academic journals and reputable foreign news outlets
contribute to credibility within journalistic norms. Despite efforts to carve out a distinct space for
climate journalism, these climate journalists often encounter obstacles within the formal and
hierarchical structures of traditional media logic. As this boundary work inside newsrooms is hindered
by established media logic, climate journalists tend to marginalize themselves. The quality and
accuracy of climate reporting can be compromised by time constraints, editorial preferences, and the
emphasis of experienced journalists over climate experts. According to these findings, this study
contends that the institutional logic of Korean journalism lacks the capacity to drive journalism toward
the necessary adjustments for the era of climate crisis. This study highlights the need to reassess the
processes and structures involved in news production in order to effectively incorporate climate
journalism. It emphasizes the responsibility of media organizations in promoting a journalistic
approach that effectively tackles the intricacies of the climate problem. This study also proposes
practical recommendations for Korean news organizations, including avoiding compartmentalized
reporting practices, recognizing the importance of dedicated climate crisis teams, providing time for
spedialization, and developing a new journalism paradigm that transcends traditional structures.
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Table 1. List of Interviewees

ID | Type of media outlet Newsroom position Data Collection
A Newspaper Reporter, Social Affairs Department Stage K .Group
interview
B Newspaper Reporter, Climate Crisis Team (Task force/temporary) Stage K .Group
interview
C Digital native Reporter, Climate Crisis Team (Task force/temporary) Stage 2
’ Face-to-face
D Newspaper Reporter/Team Leader, Climate Crisis Team Stage 1, .Group
(Permanent) interview
E Newspaper Reporter, Climate Crisis Team (Permanent) Stage K .Group
interview
F Television Specialist Reporter covering the environmental issues Stqge 1,.Emall
interview
G Television Specialist Reporter covering the environmental issues Stgge 1,.Emall
interview
. . Stage 1, Group
H Newspaper Reporter, Climate Crisis Team (Task force/temporary) :
Interview
Newspaper Specialist Reporter covering the environmental issues Stage 1, .Group
Interview
J Newspaper Specialist Reporter covering the environmental issues Stage 1, .Group
Interview
. . Stage 2,
K News agency Reporter, Social Affairs Department Face-to-face
. . Stage 2,
L Newspaper Reporter, Social Affairs Department Face-toface
. L Stage 2,
M Newspaper Reporter, Climate Crisis Team (Permanent)
Face-to-face
. . Stage 2,
N News agency Reporter, Social Affairs Department Face-to-face
0 Digital native Reporter, Social Affairs Department Stage 2, Faceto-face
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