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Discourse Politics of Space Reproduced by ‘Cultural City’ Gwangju
Contending and Refracting Urban Discourse
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Gwangju, as a city where the May 18 Democratization Movement took place in 1980, occupies a
special meaning in Korean modern history. The memories of citizens who resisted state power during
the democratization movement became a part of locality, and Gwangju has been carrying out its
cultural industry based on these unique regional characteristics. In particular, Gwangju has been
promoting itself as a ‘cultural city’ through its cultural industry. This essay examined how Gwangju
formed the “cultural city’ discourse through the cultural industry. Specifically, we tried to analyze how
discourses of power, interests, and resistance are excluded, articulated and compromised through the
local cultural industry. This was analyzed through Foucauldian discourse analysis.

Internally, diverse groups in Gwangju compete with each other to produce a particular discourse, but
the city has also faced criticism from outside for the high level of regional cartel. This means that
Gwangju is a place where discourses of various subjects compete and a space where powers converge
to form discourses. In fact, Gwangju, which upholds democratic values, has been affected by the
desires of capitalists and their political interests in implementing cultural industries. For example, the
economic strategy for growth and the cultural strategy to sublimate painful memories sometimes
created conflicts and confrontations. In other words, Gwangju's cultural industry has been refracted,
competed, and compromised under the influence of local interests and pressure from the central
government. Therefore, looking at the formation process of discourse becomes an important issue.
Based on this awareness of the problem, this essay aims to reveal the process of reorganizing and
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reproducing the region as a system of knowledge, that is, discourse, in which powers that compete
and compromise in space. Especially, this study examines the process in which the cultural industry of
Gwangju, changes according to the social context and the influence of the central government. This
can be seen as a task of tracking the changing discourse of the local cultural industry, which changes
according to the power dynamics rather than being a mere cultural development project task alone.
This study is significant because it views Gwangju as a contentious site where discourse is produced
and interprets the process of discourse formation. In other words, this is a meaningful work because it
reveals the process of reorganizing and reproducing a region as a system of knowledge or discourse,
in which competing powers must compromise within a shared space.

Keywords: Gwangju, Culture Industry, Discourse, Cultural City, Space
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