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Digitally Mediated Fashion*
Exploring the Everyday Consumption Experiences of Aspiring 'Fashionists' in Their Twenties

Dong-Hoo Lee**
(Professor, Incheon National University)
Seulhi Lee***

(Associate Professor, Yongin University)

The commercialization of digital media platforms has significantly shaped how people interact with
fashion. Social media, influencers, and user-generated content have become primary sources of
fashion information, significantly increasing online purchases of clothing and fashion-related products,
particularly among the youth. Despite the evident influence of digital media on fashion consumption
culture, research delving into the intricate relationships and everyday consumer practices within this
realm remains minimal. This study addresses the existing gap by examining the experience of everyday
fashion within a digitally evolving fashion system. This fashion system goes beyond the industry itself,
encompassing a complex network involving the planning, production, distribution, and consumption
of fashion. It includes a wide array of participants, from designers and entrepreneurs to marketers,
retailers, and consumers. In the digital media context, this study conceptualizes the fashion system as
a 'digitally mediated fashion system." This system is characterized by a network of relationships where
different elements of the fashion industry are interlinked through digital media. The notion of
mediation emphasizes the dynamic interplay between media, individuals, and the fashion world,
focusing on the mutual construction process among these elements. To explore qualitatively the
interactions between digital media, the fashion system, and daily fashion practices, as well as their
cultural implications, the study conducted in-depth interviews with fashion-interested young adullts.

* This work was supported by Incheon National University Research Grant in 2022(¢] =2 2022d%
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** donghoo2@gmail.com, first author

*** seulhi@gmail .com, corresponding author

CIXIZ2 of7iEl i 26| 2ol 2t 24 153


https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.20879/kjjcs.2023.67.6.005&domain=https://journal.comm.or.kr/&uri_scheme=http:&cm_version=v1.5

These individuals, aspiring to be ‘fashionists' - those who recognize and adapt to fashion trends and
have a personal fashion sense - provide insights into how they fulfill their fashion desires in daily life.
The study examines various relational dynamics within the digitally mediated fashion system, including
the role of the digital media environment (background relationship), the utilization of platforms as
fashion media (otherness relationship), the formation of a ‘fashion-media-body" identity (embodied
relationship), and the meaning-making process (interpretation relationship). The findings reveal that
engagement with digital fashion media, embodiment of the digitally mediated fashion system, and
interpretation of its industrial and symbolic values are interconnected processes that shape a complex
“fashion-media-body" dynamic. Participants curate their fashion environments, leading to transformed
and accelerated fashion practices, integrating an image-focused, virtual fashion sense with their
physical existence. This process involves actively crafting both material and virtual fashion identities
through the creation and sharing of fashion imagery. The ‘fashion-media-body" phenomenon exhibits
a dual nature: it conforms to the norms and values of the existing fashion system, yet also allows for
individual agency. However, the plethora of images, the abstract nature of digital fashion spaces, and
the rapid pace of fashion cycles pose challenges for critical reflection and detachment from
consumption habits. While participants actively engage in fashion practices, often requiring significant
time, effort, and money, this engagement typically reinforces and perpetuates the established fashion
order. This study highlights the complexities of navigating the digitally mediated fashion system,
underscoring the inherent contradictions and limited agency within the prevailing fashion paradigm.

Keywords: Digitally Mediated Fashion System, Fashion-media-body, In-depth Interview, Everyday
Fashion Consumption, Consumer Subjectivity

=l
R

i

= SENO|BIA] HIZEAO|T, FHOIAO[BIN ARSIAIO[H, $2] QAIO|LE Bo| THA AlHOJ2H= =
22 ZHCE 0] Q7 Of2f3H SBIE| A2 711 ThHO| Bikfe] 0lCI0f 2424t OfE 2t

= RNi—

o

E

r!r |

>O

VEAIE =oAL RHC CRA| 2slf, CIX[E OEj0] SSHEC2 M7M=|1 Qli= A |IARE TIXE
Oi7H THAA AR (digitally mediated fashion system)’ 22 H2[a1l 0[245H AARI0fA] DRMD} AH[X
Of THAZE LA T AH| ZRH0lIA 01EH| LIEHATD USAIE F2| 221 AHETAL 40 015 2/6H
HMLIAEY} 5| TRt k= 2002t AS QIFHRE =iRIC} 0152 =2 CXE oiM o|cjof 018,
MAAEIC] A&t Of2{sh AIAZO| LHRHE] THA R MAA 2N S ARIA ZER] HAlof 25 shAf0] &
7He| DO ZAT} OH|2} AS0IAS|0] THA-0|CIoH-AMAP L EM= T QleE B0dErt. QIER J0AE
2 CIXE DICj0] 2Z0IM AP (2fe] THE M2 SEs 7o, SAsfeln 7i5sfok= T AXE
Aot QUL 0|52 Hi2f A2k HMN MFNEES 2K 0[0[X] SAlo| ESK0|0 7HASIE 1Y

[l

g2tz 22 Ao Mefel AT fEot ARMe| T Z2ks 0[0[X|2 Hedoll SRofHM =2X0[H
ME 7ol THE Z2io] &Y Sol| 7140] Foiot Tt QIEIREMAISS| TI-0|E(0+-AAl= 7|

154 S=01EEE 677 62 (20234 123)



TIAIAZIO| ZMet ZIXIHAIE 2H0FS0IHAME DA Xtgle| diflds 2HE0] 7he oiid] BAIE

u]

=
OIFACE & 4= gl O|0IXE, THY S71o| EdAst TfE Sof 7| & AH| ARZIR| Ji&st 52
HIXZFARMS| A8 | 2eloff chel JEOIL 72157 IE B O 0 st UCE 7110 0f2fek AL
SSHOR E8oI AP| LIES| 7IKIE T=R1 iR THAA|AEe| A 0Lt M| HE

|

fol7] 01242 OIEI] EE2| AMFRiZoiM ZHole| difld2 2aXoR =efd 45100 giCt OIS0

Foll SRS =7[HME 7PH0| SEoIHM, 7= DAA|ARe] &

>

H 8Z mo B tT h
ol

Bl
>
o~
[
mjo
@
=
ol
ﬂ'F
B
=T
=)

A0 - CIXIE O THEAIAE, TSE-0|C0-AA, A OISR, T 8|, AHAL FRIY

f e

CIXIZ2 of7iEl i 26| 2ol 2t 244 155



O QIgte] A 91sl] S8l sidslor P Fas WAl o 7k oEE ARt
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1967). AFFE-S B39 IS4 S 7 s s Sal A7) BAVY, S Aol <l
A 22 ofd Algdo] Ha1 A2AE BHEKE /IR1A s 7H Bk oe} ARS|A A9 4
&5 YEE AR FHE 2% sk 3 AR B S0t U AREY R
ele ApEs} 842 FEEHA ARFES ARle] ApHskE 3RS =efiial 54 2Ellont B
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1) S=2d52kA8s] (www. kofoti.or kr) ol w2, 202113 = sAA 7} 435 3,508990]aL o] 7Re-H|
22121 7jelalo] 162 6, 43301902 WA Al oF 39%5 AT, LRI Fulal wFo] X 7k,
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HaL el E8kaL, o] FAIe] AEA s AR o ® o]FRHE 1998 elA 20197t
A YA sdolehs 719=E UE 9ol Savie E/\F}E% o, & 7AgyAleld 2
A AERe] FHrdollA s 4] 14 B Bl 2efan il s AR AR HAR] N
W ARE A 3ge] YR st Bl Absslel] w9k A+7F 5= o] Folitk(Noris, Nobile,
Kalbaska, & Cantoni, 2021). Zz&Ju} tj#]E njtjoje} sjilo] S=wA dAE = A &
shof] FHgE A= A o® Ak FuellA] ol Feizl JJWW UAE wHe] 7]zl 95k 7]

= A7 QIAE R} 22 2 vinje] EYiEe] v AdRA 2k 54 A viaA|
A=, 2ol wile 7M. olAe] o] 8ol sl wgh At 14, BiE, g o) Bl 3

ol 2 FalE o AR Fo) Amnis A0 T vpAE Ao} QETeAAe] o]
Zlol] 22 B AR T ol RN AT AT 2

- é fE
WFUGE, 2018 folad-olesd-oldsl, 2018: olgoliiuloll 2015 Ao ek

Fidr] ol shiiiglol =3k o] ofe} siie] 718, ARt fE, AHlZE s
AAE R AARA, S TR, 7197F Al iR vAR TRt e S
FldzE, Anjle] o2 ket a9iRlEe] olo] #edgH(Nannini, 2020: Volonté,
2019). °] A7 tAE wltle] FREO R AR Sl SRS T il s
AlZ=®l(digitally mediated fashion system) oJ2faL F-2312} gk}, 12| o]2]dh AlElS:
&3l A A9 Aglo] FHAIA 0= o GA| AL YEAIE FEslE AL g il )
Q52 A Alolel] sk wizfAle] et o) 1S 740 IS TRk o) b
R WAV @48 < Sl ARFshe i o EA, YA il s Al zglolgh s Aol
MEE #E B Ao o] 2717 SRS AekRs tRE 2455 0] TIAE rjHelE i)

2 0w B APAE narkEe relE 31625 RE, 20210527). of AT U EYES Ao
ol g3hz 20thSS) L) HBS FEsha e,
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R 4% AFe] MRS ElZke Bl & S Aok tiAE S9Ee il Bals,
Az, At PR, 2k 3 B3P deakgo] ool dgolrl AmlAkEe] o

ol T 212, ol ] o] o)Foi iz wze] B 4= ek o] ey vl A
3} QYA S 4] AAe] A AR 0 ] 918, T vl Az
o] ot 0] 21248 ol Aase] Ak AEe FEelnaA G 53, i)
DA AT IpUIAER) ST s 200 ASe] el 2 Al ] FAlEAe)
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2) o] Aol FMU2EE s E-EE AIREh 2ReA ol gele il 747k 7 Pﬂ AES X]fgff}‘?}

3) olE 5o, AEH R A Foks trtelvel BAp Bale jz=u s RS vhes 5] e vl
FA9] Ropded, vAY Viee] e 719l 1A 71e] ek, AdE Azt Tr‘E“JJr ol e X HA74
TR ZnlR} 4 Ak 7)ake Ad8lItH Bertola & Teunissen, 2018). U Ueolrt U Ze3Eo] dlolefuljo]x
o} duEEs L8 HHEANES oS8k 7| 71980 Ax 90l &3 adAleIA AT s =7t
© @3 vepdti(Luce, 2019).
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uhe} Eggiet, 2uRle] SR SHEMSI} AT AH|EE AR SA40] HEkxl
THBlack, 2019, p. 113). AHRRFES 3 T4 TAIE A7 HEsA] Sale As 37l 2
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Aol Z2u7b 7FsaistHRocamora, 2012; Boardman, Haschka, Chrimes, &
Alexander, 2020). 25¢] sjido] wh2A| F-2]o] HojHE 5 A AJEo= oiA|== Ul
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E7) 9lgk 2318 s AfelEolu mid 254 Wahks WA ERlETE vhEoiA| Al s ERI=)
W3}l £} 7IEslEcHH3A, 2019: Reilly & Hawley, 2019). #jA0] tf -3t #=A|
7he M| dide] B 2eRlo s wiziE o519 gl 32 o) ol whet
Fai oFold = Al WO Connell, 2021). L), tAE mtjo] $739]
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"1 W4 %%ﬁo shal sk Z7do] HaL 9\13}.

olgfal tXd w7l sidr|Aule] AR 248 wjde] ARAA ] #3l HES uie=
A mjrjelol] WslE 7Rt Hed o srEle] SAPAARE AEA%]
of 7]9ke FaL 3 ofe] 7hs/de wHEaL AlRteh Fhlfekal AEshs dlE dkEeldd
o} 53] "l S vhes J)AR(Barthes, 1967, p. 51), o# Zo] fAIAE
AAakaL A oS sk Aleskd FES At Pham, 2015). shaA= B4
glo] ol the= Al oA iE}%lQ ARHE Sl AxE TEA ] w8 Alol ]
3} 7oAt Bl 7E)9] At ks FEsistaL ofHgh sjilel] S Fofehs 2t
A E3f ARrlel Bloh X915 FAIREH Brans & Kuipers, 2023; Kawamura, 2005). o
MEANE=S Avfehy o dshe ofnxeh FEs Algshe Al mlH|ol9] 7]‘?_}0] wERlo® &
ALTAA, QIAFA FAle] siidnitele] E5tslrE dofutar s 27 B JIEFAAT} o)
AR} 2Bl AlolE olojg= 8 FriRlelt s R qEks dde ot
(Findlay, 2017). 20003t 24+ 7248t s B2 7| sjAd wjole] Hsst 716-&
Fopart= 2xg Ho|x} =47}, s} AkAlo| 2} AH|R), Adsirile |2l S HERAP T F
o] 7| 3l mitjol7} wheegle s Ake] Slnss, AA| A ARdolt 2k sjidiied o
ArdA F71e}F Fakek A 1Eale] s AE 58 w3l wiie] onjel Sxde] bl #9lflo]
Zrofgiti Engholm & Hansen-Hansen, 2014, pp. 149-150). ©}%- 424 wjtjo7} wj4d w
Hoj& 22l foktal, 53] 20100 4t 12ekad 7]k QIEFAX 7} s S-S
Aolebr, v AEskE 714 315F49) wha o 2 AskaizieH Pedroni, 2023).4) Q1ZEF41A
= 24 P S el 1Et deEFOH slaka s nitje] Hge] dolslel=
ZHRR] S5 sy JEe] A7 ApEE ) Y23 (Kristensen & Christensen,
2017; De Perthuis & Findlay, 2019; Titton, 2015), ¥} A &3k a4 mjtje] Zel=
= AR QIS FAASt SREUAS Yo gzl Hofshe A UW‘H B E9) E}

(Geczy & Karaminas, 2019)5). o5& & AA| E5ET H 2 2915 HolFe

pta)

4) YAEs}el] BAERS A-A = A4 wv]e] I3 o], ¢S So] &4 wtlolo] AlRgslE Q1719 =g, JIAE
30 F x Y 7 A v, A o] REJE AR F-5 Esh A nlt]ofele] ASEIAE S A8}
a1 zpale] A5 wodt 4= ‘2}% AMz2e nEA o= HdAsy sRHCaldeira, 2020: Brans, & Kuipers,
2023), E2A, JzEk1E, F5H 5 A2 A vit]e] FAREe] FHoR F8} niyiRlRAe] YA} 15T
et
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ahaL 3k AlgEEe] dolzzpde] ouAE I el AWik(aspirational

production)”(Marwick, 2015, p. 155)°l Fojsh=dl, @izts] A2 2] 2d91E 28t

T BE(uxury) BHE 502 2ple] oAl kel whds Rdskar, 2] 28
Wk 3lr} 6)

A ul7) sfdazee] A dxel P 5ok 7R 2 meuls ke a4 1)

tlo] 7|9k il QIZFAM ot} o5 AR Aktelat miziAlE WS TAICE g

’WF‘%M A AT YA gl s slell M A s xRt dE Ao
S

=]
=of| #5F AR7L PSS FEHE Ae s8] 2218 7P S =0k
FHHEE A 8404 (qualitative rarity) S 3oz FARUAR)ASIH Apale] A
P& 71l AHIAES BEEAse] sow vhso] v 7HAd) EqtebAl wREtH Kaferer,
2015, p. 50, 57). A& o wEEiss Sdstle] T = Qlrhs aaseas 7MY
AL e, AHPE AIRFA O R o] FolxE SlAe skl QIMEQlo Alee: Bt Al
de = oM 9, 7HA, A 7], A9 5ol o] A ow skl 54 on|E 2t

e e IR eR ARE §83%HKapfere, 2015:  Kapferer &

5) AZFME= "dAE Fzejel AR AE R UEYAE F3l(Van Dijck, 2013, p. 40), “(AA T <l
A1) A9, A, A9 B AR Qe el el Aol g3 nlE gl ¥ 71 A (Backaler, 2018,
p. 21) 22X, AR} AH)AL 2hol A7bE]= iU ERe] AAE sk 7197eA A | EaEstet 2 A
312 a7pAA] AAA, 3k AR ASsriHDe Perthuis & Findlay, 2019: Pedroni, 2023). &2 2]
A X3 A HolHAME s Barre] Il B < e AP| o MRS AXEH i QA S| AT
oo} Elgslar s B= AlEol| AFA oJu|E Fofdlith(Duffy & Hund, 2015: Salisbury & Pooley, 2017:
Van Driel & Dumitrica, 2021).

6) 7M=lel(Kapferer, 2015)+= s APgollA] Baltol] sl JIAE T = $IAIEA7E vk Bkt Akste] A=
of ue} Fen| =2 QAL EAR=, FI9IE ] ofele WELRA, o3 SN P9 e ojnlx],
oo} o, gkt 5o oA A AH|Ap} B ES] o] IFAY =/ EE Rl FE oloME &
& FA9] 4 AgjzE AR e Zejv g 1‘«] BAsrl gl gEhe|se] W= giges Ahkee] o ¥
2 2Rl A AR 70 R hnfEe HAE AdEo] gl ol gt fAIEAM = AR RS Balse] Aot 71
7F GkE Q1Ao] Z# o)t

7) BElE= “011.:1 ¥ oL} d)Eo] x|gksh=
TAE FAs Aol B4 7437 7pR)E

F

ofd Ao @A (Lury, 2004, p. 1), AR} 282} 2ke] %3} f)
Holsh= 71 wel & i % 3} (Barnes, 2017; Hearn, 2008).
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Valette-Florence, 2016; von Wachenfeldt, 2021). %] Q4A3sol £ a3k Aolx|gt
o|Zle] AH|= AR 4hs Fieskal AFshe AMre] A3oR et Mendonga, 2020).

QIZERIH] 5 4 WHofe] JIEFINE mivllR AIFE BFE] o= AnRte] 4
of 346}l o5 Ao w A Apaks APsIA7| Il WEe] ofn] AR S0l 4 lrks 71d
e AT 8) ARIRES HAllE AR AR F31E v|rjo] $oA HES H)Fe Hals
01‘3 Aol WHA o ws]al npebA] EHAse] ds) o wol, t] 2 ¢ &

3l 9JtKRoberts & Armitage, 2016, p. 33). St TAE g7l i a=o] HAA,
73, 7H8-do) Bl an = 7R, FHo® SlAsitiE %i'?—??} sa HEo] AsiA

rir
BN
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4
>

>,

Sl A, 28 S oIl A 15« s AL 0, 4 S
B sllehs R 22, ShAle] AN 5 o AVl Tholaks B9AE 5
o] A, mheb S Awiate] e A HiEte] Wkl i, olefg Wslol

%3}, el Sl i T 94 % e

2) CIXIE OW7H THMAJARIO| AH|X} &AM : THM-O|C|0-AlA|
Ae fFlehs 98 S Akl 88l Aledle] AkeRA, a7l e I3 Aol
0] 24 (situated bodily practices) S Eal 7FA 3l Entwistle 2021, p. 30). 2B}

é*’.é

8) 71=e] AR 2ol 3 HHE AAQl stk on ddshe Bt gk Q1A% 7]oigrpd, U

A BRloIrRe Hok B AltEe] Herbed 9 Ao Bl g Ago) olFolAA, 53l BE &%
2 B8 A7) /AZ deel AAeks Y8 2R AR wis A7) W 2ske Ao} 3ok BlRlolA Aale]
AT-S wolF sl 2|9y AAKS AN S aAr L3E B3y w}a}zﬂ o] Pa]’t Husl ala) dae] W
& AekellA Holukz A, & okgthy, A%, AR &, 2Elat o] ddste] g ol dEI AR ] Boleh=
oJn)= 24 Ak (Kapferer, 2015, p. 45).

162 S=01EEE 677 62 (20234 123)



< WiAsEE ol AleE oEe skl AlFshs w2 A3E Sl s dAskaL 7
FEt. shido] ©es] =24 Abge] R A A dd HEe ol AAE Eel rdEd
B, i A sl AAle] A Al v sd-lA) B9k o] e s o
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H7E A3 B A vHeE el L 718E mjejo] olET} Ha A %%% 2 Y
o] VES] =10l AZH Bljle] Alda} RES-S 5l 7 mtoje] shite]] 2 sl sj-41A)
on|A|E AZgt. HIEAAR] sl a-AlH] o]wH|i= sjHe] Bl WA F
it Algkge] dishs at-AlAle] IS BodtHDe Perthuis & Findlay, 2019,
p. 232). AR oIS Fal ARo] ok AAS BT AlSA Alolsks =eld
HhS uPHA et EefA] An|ob 4] tidelSd
A %ol ou]A] FA4le] Ao R ek 31 2] TEAs) did Ao gsAlst Bl 7 A

3l 4= )t Choufan, 2022: O Connell, 2021).

o] A= A vzl sl 7o s A} g o o) ol §
sz -] BES ha-rHol- A o] g e R Bl ofs Fa A W S =
Al iz g}, shd-vtel- A= vAE v s sglel ] witjolzt el shide] #
|

AE v eAA FAEE FAlR L Golet = otk o] A= olefdt WAIE Wit FhEsp
&), Folx(Lewis, 2021, p. 61)7F 7E3te] #AE F2E Tt s /dshel e 3
B} = AA|, 71, o182 1] BAE W) 7] SHoE ey, of7|dllis 7)o
afoll QIS mIAARE QA7) 4] e BHo] H= “HH7§ 4l (background relation)”, 7

& APE FEsla AAR tPdslshs "ExF @l (alterity relation)”, 71%2] i) A4S E
& ol gA7} AAS 148l A5 Aksh= “Ald B (embodied relation)”, AAll th3k A
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2 ofFllE 7] 918l 71%S ¢ A4 #Al(hermeneutic relation)” 7F 23 o] ¢
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Figure 1. The relationship between digitally mediated fashion system and consumer subjectivity
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Manen, 1990/2000). ©|= &3, wjzziA] E5=]7] ofef+-
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