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The aim of this study is to analyze the media engagement experiences of late adolescents and explore
strategies to enhance their media literacy skills. The research delves into the theoretical underpinnings
of media literacy, examines relevant educational and policy considerations, and employs Strauss and
Corbin's grounded theory method. Participants include late adolescents with media experience, as
well as media education and policy experts. Data collection involves interviews, followed by open,
axial, and selective coding analyses.

The findings reveal several key insights. Through open coding analysis, 95 conceptual items are
identified, leading to the derivation of 27 subcategories and 11 categories. Axial coding highlights the
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interconnectedness of these categories, culminating in a paradigm model outlining the media
engagement process of late adolescents. Despite their transition to adulthood, late adolescents
engage in media activities for personal growth and career preparation, encountering challenges such
as limited media literacy skills, technological constraints, and societal factors.

To address these challenges, late adolescents adopt proactive measures to enhance their media
literacy and advocate for policy changes. Recommendations from both late adolescents and experts
include the enactment of media education laws, the establishment of integrated organizations, and
improvements in institutional media literacy education. Selective coding identifies action plans for
developing media literacy skills as a core focus, thus underlining the practical implications of the study.
In summary, the study underscores the importance of developing media literacy capabilities among
late adolescents and proposes concrete measures to achieve this goal. These measures encompass
legislative reforms, organizational initiatives, and educational enhancements aimed at fostering a
more media-literate society.

Organizations focusing on media education and policy for post-adolescents are currently running
projects with overlapping content and limited budgets, hampering their ability to offer diverse
programs to the majority. Therefore, to enact legislation on media education, it is essential to
establish an integrated implementation system at the government level and proactively pass special
laws such as the ‘Digital and Al Literacy Special Act (tentative name)’ to address social issues. The
significance of this study lies in examining the importance and constraints of media education and
policies for late adolescents and proposing measures to enhance their media literacy capabilities.
Particularly noteworthy is the study's characterization of the media engagement process of
late-adolescents and the identification of detailed media literacy needs based on empirical data from
post-adolescents and experts. Additionally, the study analyzes the limitations of current media
education and policies for post-adolescents and explores avenues to boost their media literacy
capabilities.

Given that the research was conducted on college students and late-stage adolescents in urban areas,
there is a call for an expanded approach through follow-up studies, encompassing various
late-adolescent demographics such as employed individuals, military personnel, reclusive youth, or
regional late-adolescent groups.

Keywords: Late Adolescents, Media Literacy Competencies, Media Literacy Education, Media Policy,
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Late Youth Groups (A B)
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Table 3. Central Phenomenon: Experience of Various Media Activities
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Table 4. The Causes of Various Medlia Activity Experiences
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Table 5. The Contextual Conditions Affecting Central Phenomenon
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Figure 1. A paradigm model for the media activity process of late adolescents
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Table 9. Altemative Measures for the Development of Late-Stage Youth Medla Literacy Competencies
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Table 10. Types for the Development of Late-Stage Youth Medla Literacy Competencies
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