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Power Struggle of Newspaper Censorship in Colonial Korea during
the 1920s*

Min Ju Lee**
(Associate Professor, Future College of Liberal Arts, Far East University)

Imperial Japan began to allow the publication of Korean private newspapers in colonial Korea in the
1920s, a practice that had been previously prohibited. In the initial stages of these Korean private
newspapers, the Japanese authorities endeavored to rigorously regulate them through censorship. On
the other hand, Korean private newspapers tried to seize this rare opportunity by publishing articles
representing Korean people. As a result, both sides inevitably clashed in the realm of newspaper
censorship. However, previous studies on Japanese censorship during this period have focused on the
Chosun flbo and Dong-A llbo, leaving the censorship of the Sidae /lbo and the Jungwoe llbo
somewhat isolated. Given that the Sidae /lbo and its successor, the Jungwoe libo, were among the
three major Korean private newspapers published in colonial Korea during the 1920s, studies on the
Japanese censorship of Korean private newspapers must include research on the Sidae /lbo and the
Jungwoe llbo. This study aims to explore the characteristics of Japanese censorship on Korean private
newspapers in the 1920s by focusing on the Siaae /lbo and the Jungwoe /lbo. For this, this research
reviewed censorship records on these two newspapers and examined the details of the administrative
sanctions imposed on them, comparing these sanctions with the actual newspaper pages. The data
analyzed in this study are historical documents such as The Summary of Chosun Publication Police,
The Monthly Report of Chosun Publication Police and The Records of Seized Articles from Korean
Newspapers, published by the Book Department, the censorship bureau of the Japanese Government
General of Korea. Additionally, pages from the Sidae /lbo and the Jungwoe llbo were collected and
analyzed. This study compared cases of administrative sanctions with actual newspaper pages to
understand how these administrative measures were reflected in the newspapers in order to
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comprehend the traits of Japanese censorship on Sidae /lbo and the Jungwoe fibo. In addition, the
memoirs of journalists from that time and records from censors who were responsible for censorship
were examined to gain insight into the situations of the Sidae /lbo and Jungwoe llbo. The results
indicated that the Sidke /lbo and Jungwoe llbo encountered numerous "seizures” on a monthly basis,
despite their financial challenges. In the case of the Sidae /lbo, there were as many as 11 instances of
seizure within a single month during its early period. The Jungwoe /lbo, in addition to facing seizures,
also suffered from indefinite suspension, which exacerbated its financial struggles.

Keywords: Japanese Censorship, Korean Private Newspapers, The Monthly Report of Chosun
Publication Police, Sidae llbo, Jungwoe llbo
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Table 1. The Number of Suspension on Korean Private Newspapers under the Newspaper Law
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Table 3. Record’s of Seized Articles of Sidae llbo and the Status of Newspaper Pages
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