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The police have proposed replacing the terms 'mudjima crime' and ‘indiscriminate crime’ with
‘abnormal motive crime. Both ‘mudjima crime' and 'indiscriminate crime’ are neither legally nor
academically established, and their ambiguous meanings have been criticized for unnecessarily
heightening public fear. Despite this policy shift, the media continues to use the term ‘mudjima
crime." Given that the public perceives public safety through news articles, the media plays a critical
role in shaping a sense of social security. When discussing media coverage of ‘'mudjima crimes,' it is
essential to consider not only the appropriateness of the terminology but also the nuances conveyed
in the coverage. Through the efforts of the police, the term "abnormal motive crime" was introduced,
and the media has largely accepted it as a more appropriate term. However, it remains unclear
whether media reports using ‘abnormal motive crime' deliver less provocative and more objective
content than those using 'mudjima crime." This study analyzed the terms used in news articles about

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea and the National
Research Foundation of Korea(¢] = 20241 weghil=r wsiel sh=idpAigte] 2|9S wol 8 A
<) (NRF-2024S1A5B5A16027028) .

** klasdjslk@dongguk.edu, first author

¥ eun661784 @gmail .com

*#** sentomaru@dongguk.edu, corresponding author

Hz| 20f Al20l| 2 T A EE =2 79


https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.20879/kjjcs.2025.69.1.003&domain=https://journal.comm.or.kr/&uri_scheme=http:&cm_version=v1.5

'mudjima crime’ through text mining. We collected articles from 1990 to 2023 using the terms
'mudjima crime," ‘indiscriminate crime," and 'abnormal motive crime’ to refer to the phenomenon.
After exduding duplicates and articles unsuitable for analysis, 167 articles were analyzed from a total
of 316 (‘indiscriminate crime' n=19, ‘mudjima crime' n=63, 'abnormal motive crime' n=85). We
extracted frequently used words for each term and analyzed the content of each article, focusing on
the relationships between terms through bigram network analysis and topic modeling. The study
found that since the first report of ‘mudjima crime' in 2003, both 'indiscriminate crime" and 'abnormal
motive crime' have been used, but 'mudjima crime' has remained consistently in use. Keyword
analysis revealed that articles about 'indiscriminate crime' and ‘abnormal motive crime’ mainly focused
on local government or police actions, while 'mudjima crime' was used for reports on actual crimes.
The findings also revealed a discrepancy between the press's portrayal of "mudjima crime” and its
academic and practical definitions. All three terms—mudjima crime," ‘indiscriminate crime,’ and
‘abnormal motive crime'—were used for crimes against unspecified individuals, but ‘mudjima crime'
was primarily used when reporting crimes committed by individuals with mental illness. Topic
modeling confirmed that 'mudjima crime' was often discussed alongside ‘indiscriminate crime' and
‘abnormal motive crime,' with the news frequently using these terms interchangeably without
differentiating between crime types. This study addresses the detrimental effects of using the term
‘mudjima crime” in the media and suggests using alternatives based on the research findings.

Keywords: abnormal motive crime, mudjima crime, indiscriminate crime, text mining, news big data
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Figure 1. Number of articles by year
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Table 3. Frequencies of Keyword in Indiscriminate Crimes, Mudjima Crimes, and Abnormal Motives Crime
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Figure 3. Bigram network graph by terminology
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