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News Users' Evaluation of News Values for Victim Depictions in
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This study evaluates the sensationalism of victimization visuals in disaster coverage from the
perspective of news users. It examines how news users assess the news value of victim depictions in
disaster coverage and investigates the impact of these evaluations from the two viewpoints: ‘the right
to know’ and ‘the need to anonymize victims' privacy.” The study was conducted using a survey in
which participants were shown images of victims from actual news coverage of the 2022 Itaewon
tragedy. The news values were evaluated using several criteria, induding the scene scale,
shockingness, social importance, negativity, congruence, timeliness, proximity, personalization, and
status.

The results indicated that the highest news value is the scale, followed by shockingness, and social
importance regarding the depiction of victims. Negativity and timeliness had relatively lowest values in
the disaster victim visuals. Furthermore, the study found that the values of ‘the right to know’ and
‘victim privacy anonymity’ were in conflict. The need for the right to know and the need for privacy
were not statistically different in visuals involving dead bodies at the moment of the accident when
the bodies were visible. However, the need for privacy was more dominant in scenes showing the
immediate aftermath of the accident, such as ambulances gathering outside the accident site and
memorializing victims. This suggests that while the public’s right to know is considered important,
there is a heightened sensitivity to privacy in more intimate and reflective moments of disaster
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coverage.
When examining the impact of news values on the right to know and the need for privacy, the study
found distinct relationships. Social importance and on-scene consonance were positively related to the
right to know, indicating viewers perceive these aspects as critical for their understanding of the
event. Conversely, individuality and shockingness were positively related to the need for privacy,
suggesting that more personal and graphic depictions raise greater concerns about victim anonymity
and protection. This disparity highlights a nuanced understanding of how certain elements are
prioritized in the depiction of disaster scenes.

This study holds significance as it verifies the news values evaluated by users regarding direct
depictions of death scenes in disaster reporting. By providing a comprehensive analysis of how various
news values were evaluated by the public, this research contributes to the ongoing discourse on
responsible journalism and the sensationalism of news images. It highlights the delicate balance
between informing the public and respecting the privacy of victims, offering insights that could guide
future disaster reporting practices to be both informative and respectful.

In conclusion, the findings underscore the importance of considering news users' perspectives when
evaluating the sensationalism of images in disaster coverage. The conflict between the right to know
and the need for privacy protection reflects broader ethical dilemmas faced by journalists. This study
provides a valuable framework for understanding these complexities and emphasizes the need for
thoughtful and sensitive reporting in the face of tragedies.

Keywords: Disaster Coverage, News Value, Visual Image, News Users, Right to Know
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Table 2. Six Scenes Depicting Disaster Victims
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Figure 1. Hierarchical cluster dendrogram of news value items for three scenes (B,C,D)
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Table 6. The Impact of News Values on the Perceived Necessity of the Right to Know by Scene (N=339 Standardized)

HOA  (ADER)| B (MmLZ)| FEC ‘::',’j’)" oD ‘j‘g“ ol ‘Z,;j;‘* oF "__*,.F'BE“’)‘*

0iM -0.128 | * -0.149 | ** -0.178 | *** -0.064 -0.044 -0.048
] 0.049 0.067 0.208 | *** 0.061 0.037 0.041
Srjpi UsTE 0.115 * -0.076 -0.050 0.014 0.100 |* 0.085
MEHAESZE 0.004 -0.015 -0.028 0.019 0.066 0.060
A olzat 0.038 0.014 0.001 0.024 0.027 -0.019
24 o|clo] o2t 0.089 0.076 0.127 |* 0.037 0.047 0.047

£5M -0.085 -0.086 -0.103 -0.113 -0.074 -0.106 | *
ARZHM 0.102 0.109 0.126 -0.054 0.214 | *** -0.091
P -0.083 -0.054 -0.219 | ** 0.072 -0.074 0.031

A 0.147 |* -0.049 0.091 0.059 0.197 |** 0184 | *™*

AT oM 0.268 | *** 0.155 |* 0.080 0.161 * 0.149 |** 0.243 | ***

24N -0.127 0.106 0.041 -0.026 0.091 0.090

XM 0.162 | ** 0.213 | ** 0.265 | *** 0.148 0.130 |* 0.137 |*
XM 0.102 0.013 0.059 0184 | ™ 0.026 0.022
s -0.113 -0.158 | ** 0.050 -0.068 -0.117 |* 0.005
F 5.590 o 4,61 o 7.206 | 4.155 o 10.341 8.799
Adi R2 0.169 0.138 0.216 0.123 0.293 0.257

*0 (.05, *p (.01, ***p (.001
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Table 7. The Impact of News Values on the Perceived Necessity of Privacy and Anonymity Handling by Scene (N=339 Standardized)

A (A B (AmAZH| FEC (::fj’;' D (jg“ ol (Z,;j“;‘* oF (’;'BE“’)“

0iM 0.138 o 0.115 |* 0.142 | ** 0.169 ** 0.130 | ™ 0.044
] 0.001 0.005 -0.041 -0.064 0.022 -0.066
Srjpi UsTE 0.001 0.036 0.047 0.065 -0.034 -0.008
MEHAESZE -0.005 -0.013 0.030 0.060 -0.013 0.002
A olzat -0.053 -0.085 -0.071 -0.132 | * 0.009 -0.098
24 o|clo] o2t 0.023 -0.018 0.066 0.027 -0.067 -0.053

£5M 0.116 * 0.179 |** 0132 |* 0.129 0.114 |* 0.168 | *™*
ARZHM -0.082 0.025 -0.084 0.055 -0.086 0.111
P 0.087 0.058 0.026 0.026 0.072 -0.022
A 0.108 0.061 0.128 -0.049 -0.162 | ** -0.003
AT M -0.105 -0.049 -0.041 0.020 0.051 -0.036
FEy 0.146 |* 0.183 |* 0198 |* XEE 0,024 0.070

Ux|d -0.093 -0.008 0.013 0.009 0.043 0.130 |*
X[ 0.101 0.069 -0.098 0.111 * -0.043 0.078

7Hoky 0370 | 0258 |*** 0296 |*** 0.101 0480 |*** 0.180 |**
F 9.301 o 10.781 | *** 9.865 | *** 6.019 o 11.218 6.837
Adi R2 0.269 0.303 0.282 0.182 0.312 0.206

*0 (.05, *p (.01, ***p (.001
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